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This handbook will govern High School Hockey in the state Florida under the supervision of the Statewide Amateur Hockey of Florida (SAHOF) an affiliate of USA Hockey and noted within SAHOF Rules and Regulations, Section – D.

Rule ModificationS (schedule) (The next rules change session will be the summer-2008 HS Hockey Summit (site TBD)
This handbook will be evaluated every year other for rules changes unless emergency issues must be addressed.   The annual HS summit will address other housekeeping and administration items in off-years (2007) as needed.   

Modifications to the handbook are ongoing as high school hockey in Florida develops.  The annual High School Hockey Summit meeting will generally be the final forum for handbook discussions and definitions.  Handbook amendments from the HS community and/or SAHOF committee-board members should be made in writing and submitted to the SAHOF High School Committee prior to the summit.  The high school committee will bring all rule changes within the handbook to the SAHOF Board of Directors for final copy is released.  After all adjustments and SAHOF approval – the final draft will be distributed to SAHOF board members, committee members, member HS teams, all league representatives and facilities.  
SAHOF High school hockey summit (annual STATEWIDE MEETINGS)

The SAHOF HS committee will set up an annual hockey summit meeting for high school hockey annually or bi-annually.  At that meeting, rule revisions, additions/deletions will be discussed as will general discussions on how high school hockey can/will fit into the FL (SAHOF) hockey community.  The SAHOF HS committee chairperson will coordinate this meeting along with other board members.  Potential rules/guidelines and-or housekeeping changes should be submitted in writing prior to the summit to the HS committee chairperson.
HANDBOOK Revision and Release Timetable
	Date
	Release
	Description

	August 2002
	Initial Draft
	Need comments at 9/2002 SAHOF Meeting

	October 2002
	Next Draft
	Based on comments and additional information

	January 2003
	Final Draft
	Released to Rinks/Associations

	October 2005
	Final Draft
	Released to Rinks/Associations

	Aug 2006
	Final Draft
	Approved at 2006 HS Hockey Summit (Through 2006 – 2008)

	June 2007

------

Oct 2007
	No Rules Changes:

-----------------
Handbook Update Only
	June 2007 HS Meeting:   General housekeeping meeting for handbook/rules.   However, the HS Lightning conference approved a proposal to merge into a statewide FSHL umbrella for future (documents will be prepared so that all leagues/conferences).  No rules changes.  Minor modifications to wording, development programs and player-parent letter, state tournaments, references to 2007-2008 season, New date for HS Application (HS-1; HS-2;  HS-3) forms (final submission date is Jan 28th, 2008 ); HS team Fee remains at ($50/team)


SAHOF High School Committee - David Cole  – Chairman

October,  2007 Updated
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SAHOF HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY ADMINISTRATION

GENERAL GOVERNANCE:   High School hockey in Florida operates under the supervision of the SAHOF High School Committee under these organizations.  Each organization may have a separate set of rules or an extension of rules: 

1. USA Hockey (Refer to USA Hockey Annual Guide for High School League/Player Rules-Regulations)

a. South Eastern District (USA-H)

i. SAHOF (USA Hockey Affiliate)

1. SAHOF High School Committee (SAHOF High School Hockey Handbook)

a. Local League Governance

i. Panther Conference (South) – FSHL Board

ii. Lightning Conference (North)

1. Western Division (board)

2. Central Division (board)

3. Eastern Division (not operating)

4. Ft. Myers Division (Possibly 2006)

The SAHOF High School Hockey committee developed this handbook to govern the administration and growth of high school hockey in Florida.  In order for a team to be classified by SAHOF as a “High School” team, the team must:

1. Fall into one of the recognized High School classifications below AND 
2. Be a part of an approved/authorized league (Refer to Section #1) AND

3. All participants must meet the player-eligibility requirements and other rules and regulations conforming to High School hockey as noted in this section.    

HIGH SCHOOL TEAMS AND LEAGUES
· The SAHOF high school program provides an environment where all properly formed and registered teams have a path to the state high school hockey tournament and for players to be eligible for approved SAHOF high school activities (SAHOF player development programs for high school players).  
· Note:  it is understood that some teams and/or leagues representing high-school hockey programs may choose NOT to participate in this SAHOF program.

· The SAHOF HS committee must recognize leagues where approved high school teams (pure/combined) participate.  The league may consist of pure and combined high school teams and include Midget-REC team participation (if needed to get a decent schedule established).  However, only pure and combined teams (and players) registered under the guidelines in this handbook will be eligible for SAHOF sponsored high school activities or events.

· Teams that are NOT participating within a recognized/approved league must apply for independent status and meet all requirements as noted in this handbook.   
· Teams that have a legitimate, approved, HS league to play in but choose NOT to participate, will NOT be considered for independent status.  All HS teams must play in a local league if available.
· New LeaguEs (Form HS-10):  The expansion of high school hockey in Florida will be done in a controlled environment to ensure that all leagues, teams and players are properly eligible under USAH guidelines (High School classification).  In order to establish a league which will/may have legitimate pure/combined high school teams the applicant must complete forms HS-10 and submit to the HS committee.  Refer to Section 1-A for guidelines. 
SAHOF High School SUB-COMMITTEES

Due to the number of functions and activities that have come about due to high school hockey in Florida the SAHOF high school committee has broken up these duties in to various sub-committees.  These sub-committees will be formed and active only when needed.   This chart shows the sub-committees, participants and description.
	Sub-Committee
	Description

	Registration
	This group will coordinate all team applications for high-school hockey and determine whether they will be considered pure, combined or rec.   Generally, registration is handled by local governing bodies.

	Schedule/Calendar
	Determine key dates for high school hockey activities and events and coordinate the season schedule with the SAHOF board and other leagues.  The goal is to ensure all high school activities can be conducted professionally, efficiently so that all potential players may be involved without conflict.

	Discipline
	This committee will work with each conference and league governing bodies as needed regarding discipline policies.   Refer to additional SAHOF rules regarding discipline and appeals process.

	All Star Series
	Work with the Panther and Lightning conferences to coordinate the selection of eligible high school all-stars that will participate in SAHOF HS player development programs (Chicago Showcase, Underclassman Program, etc.).    FSHL only at this time.

	State Tournaments
- Pure only (Varsity)

- Pure only (JV)

- Combined only
	Coordinate all functions surrounding the format and structure of the SAHOF state tournament (Pure and Combined) and ensure there is an appropriate process for seeding teams into the tournament.  This also includes providing guidelines for selecting a host facility, which can provide the necessary ice time, tourney format, etc.

	Chicago Showcase for Junior and Seniors
	This group will coordinate all functions of the Florida Chicago Showcase team to ensure all players are eligible, properly evaluated, all paperwork and logistics are in place and set up and operate the Showcase and AAA Development Mini-Camps and coordinate the Chicago tournament travel as needed.

	NEW: Spring-Summer HS Development Program
(HS Players – All grades)

Multiple Teams
	A group is anticipated to be formed during the fall-winter of 2007 to begin coordination and put this new development program together for implementation during the spring-summer 2008.   The program is designed to allow more HS players to participate in a development program with a great deal of ice/practice time and potentially a summer tournament.  Participation expected to be 40-80 players statewide.  The coordination group will deal with development activities, budgets, ice-time, tournament registration and hotel/travel as needed. 


1.  LEAGUES & TEAM CLASSIFICATIONS and DEFINITIONS
This section will provide information for how leagues and teams are defined under the SAHOF high school rules.  Team registration guidelines are in section (1).  Refer to the individual player eligibility rules in section D(8) since all players must meet the appropriate eligibility requirements before the team can be established.  If any player is found to not meet the individual player eligibility guidelines the team will be reclassified as a Midget-Youth-Rec.

A)  AUTHORIZED HIGH SCHOOL LEAGUES

The SAHOF HS Committee must recognized/authorize a league to operate with approved high school team participation.  This is different than having teams apply as an ‘independent’ high school team (which has separate guidelines noted in this handbook).   New leagues (or divisions) may be formed when a large number of teams (minimum of 4) can be formed to expand high school hockey in an area.  These guidelines should be used when trying to determine if a new LEAGUE or DIVISION must be created to satisfy an expansion of high school hockey in Florida. 

1)  Existing Leagues approved for the 2007-2008 Season are: 


Panther Conference: 

FSHL


Lightning Conference: 
Western Division; Central Division; Fort Myers
2)  New leagues may be formed within rink-facilities or geographic areas to take care of the players in the high-school age-group and expand the SAHOF high school program.    

1. APPLICATION:  Application for New League (HS-10) must be completed and sent to the SAHOF HS committee for review and disposition.  It is not guaranteed that the committee will recognize the new league, and teams, under the SAHOF high school program.

2. MERGE to EXISTING LEAGUE:  Will be folded into existing high school league structures unless it is determined by the SAHOF HS committee that the location or structure of the applicant warrants a new league or division.  The SAHOF HS committee will determine the governance requirements for the new league and the applicant will need to follow this recommendation.   

3. MINIMUM SCHEDULES:  A new league must have a minimum of 4 teams and must play 15 or more games within their own division.  Other options may be considered with HS committee evaluation and approval.
4. SAHOF HS Handbook:   Unless they follow the procedures in this handbook they will NOT be recognized as high school hockey teams in FL and both teams and players will NOT be eligible for SAHOF high school activities (eg: state playoffs/state tournament, Chicago Showcase, Fr-Soph-Jr development programs, and any other program that is coordinated by the SAHOF high school committee).  Refer to Section 8 – Governance)

3)  Non-SAHOF High School Leagues:  

There ARE leagues operating within some facilities that call themselves “high school” but since they have chosen NOT to follow the guidelines in this handbook, they have chosen NOT to participate in the SAHOF high school program.  The SAHOF status of HS will not be recognized for these teams or players.

B) Lightning Conference only (Effective Oct 2005) – THIS WILL BE RE-WRITTEN LATER IN 2006 TO MEET THE CURRENT POLICY OF THE WESTERN and CENTRAL DIVISIONS:
1.  Grandfather Rule: 

This rule was implemented to reduce the roster inconsistencies due to combined boundaries being re-established annually and where teams convert to/from combined to pure.   The intent is to allow a player to remain on the team they are currently playing for even though their HS has been re-classified based on these guidelines:
A)  NEW TEAM FORMED:   
1. If the NEW HS TEAM IS PURE (all players from one HS) - must play for the new pure team.
2. If the NEW HS TEAM IS COMBINED (new boundary’s established) – One Time Only Choice (If there are enough players within an area to form a new team, either pure or combined, this will require a new boundary to be established.  is established which moves a high school to a new team, players from the affected high schools have a ONE-TIME choice which will require them to play at the school they choose:

a. Stay with their previous HS team (under the old boundary)
b. Go to the new team (under the new boundary)

B) If a player CHANGES HIGH SCHOOLS

They must play for the team within their new HS boundary (combined or pure) and they cannot stay on the previous team if it is outside the boundary of their new HS.  This also applies to players moving to/from ‘private’ schools.  The HS location within a hockey boundary is the key to where they will play.
2.  Team Classification (Pure or Combined) and Re-Classification During the Season
As player participation is evaluated by the local schools and/or conference board, a deadline must be established that will allow a team to be organized as either pure or combined. This guideline is being established and will be finalized by the Lightning Conference 

1. Plans for forming a team or re-classifying a team (such as going from combined to pure, vise-versa), should be evaluated during the spring-summer and the conference board should be contacted to work with the team on boundary and roster issues.

2. Team registration and classification declaration (pure or combined) should take place before (___Date) (Must be determined be conference board(s))

a. The 1st League Game (Initial classification declaration must be made)

b. December 31st  (Final classification declaration must be made)

3. During the period between the 1st league game and December 31st is it understood the team roster may change whereby the classification must be re-evaluated/changed (pure to combined / combined to pure)

3.  Minimum # of Players Forcing a Team to be a ‘Pure Team’:

Discussion concerning when a team must transition from combined to pure has been initiated.   There was a recommendation that if a school (one school) has 13 players, they must form a PURE team.  However, discussion concerning the stability of this recommendation must be evaluated further over the next season paying attention to these issues:

1. If you are in a combined team already but one school may have 13 players, this will carve out one school to be pure and the other players need to be re-assigned to the closest boundary combined team.

2. If you have 13 players at the beginning but players quite and you go below the minimum, what is the recommendation for this team continuing the season ? (Determined by Tampa area Boundary Committee)

3. Other conditions need to be evaluated during the season for final discussions summer 2006.

B.  HIGH SCHOOL PURE TEAM DEFINITION: 

A team made up solely of players attending the SAME High School (Refer to goalie exception rule D(8)).   All players must be officially rostered and registered, through the USAH registrars, prior to December 31st under USAH guidelines. 

Varsity and Junior Varsity Classification (Effective 2007-2008): 

Due to the popularity and growth of high school hockey in some areas and the competitive level within each team, effective with the 2007-2008 season there will be two classifications.  Each conference can develop their own criteria for splitting teams into varsity and junior-varsity groupings.

PURE – Tier1 (Varsity):  These are the most competitive teams

PURE – Tier2 (Junior Varsity):  These are teams that are deemed to be in a less competitive classification as the varsity group. 

NOTE:  Players who are CUT from a PURE team are NOT allowed to play for a combined team.   The roster sizes can accommodate up to 30 players and these players are encouraged to be rostered on their legitimate team rather than being cut to shorten the bench.  Therefore, coaches/managers are encouraged to take all players eligible and concentrate on player-development.  SAHOF does not encourage cutting players for competitive reasons only.
Pure Team Registration
The SAHOF High School Team Application Form (HS-1) must be completed and submitted designating this team as a PURE team.    The SAHOF notification can be in the form of an e-mail, fax or letter designating the classification of a pure team and naming the high school.
C. HIGH SCHOOL COMBINED TEAM DEFINITION: 

A team made up of players from ‘multiple High Schools’ within a specified geographic boundary.  The boundary must be established based on player participation numbers rather than player quality and the criteria for membership of a combined team must be objective.   The ultimate objective of the combined status is to establish a team with the SMALLEST NUMBER OF HIGH SCHOOLS as possible based on the number of players available. 

For the High School committee to consider a combined team application, rostered players must be within boundaries based on these general principles:

· Adjacent High Schools (see pure team exception below)

· Adjacent zip codes

· City or County boundaries

· School District boundaries (county or sub-county)

· Other boundary - with approval of the HS committee AND any other local High-School teams that may be within or bordering this boundary.   The boundary must be established where no overlaps exist.   Any special boundary must be presented, in writing, to the HS committee.  

SCHOOLS WITHIN A BOUNDARY

Schools officially designated by the FHSAA as a High School (public, private, parochial, charter, etc.), which lie within this boundary will be included in this boundary.  All students who are full-time students of these high schools, regardless of t heir ‘residence’, must play within the boundary associated with the high-school they attend (See Sec-4).   Also, for home schooled players, refer to exception in Sec-4.
Example:   It is recognized that some ice facilities may run a high school hockey league where many teams are participating.  The SAHOF High School Committee assumes all players within the ‘rink league’ are from a central geographic boundary surrounding the facility.    In order to conform to the “combined” guidelines each team must be established based continuous boundaries as described above.   This diagram provides a sample of how two neighboring ice facilities must break up teams if they are to conform to the PURE and COMBINED requirements.   Additionally, players within the Facility-1 boundary are NOT allowed to play within Facility-2 boundaries or they will not meet the Combined guidelines.
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A Pure High School Team Located Within a Combined Team Boundary Area - Exception:

If an existing high school playing as a combined team finds enough players to move to become a PURE team, all players within that specific high school must play for the pure team.   All other players ‘from bordering high schools’ may be re-grouped, as needed, to form the combined team OR there may be a need for defining a new combined boundary.  The Tampa area boundary committee will review and make the final determination regarding re-boundary issues.
It should be understood that adhering to the combined guidelines would mean some teams are stronger than others are and this is similar to normal high-school athletics programs.  The SAHOF HS committee recommends that league coordinators provide a complete explanation of the SAHOF guidelines to all players and parents so they understand the high school requirements and opportunities.   

The committee understands that annual boundaries may change slightly based on the quantity of player(s) within a specific area (based on number of players and high schools located within the boundary), however, once boundaries are set it is recommended that annual modifications will be made to all boundaries and there will be consistency from year to year.   

Recruitment of players from a large geographic area or changing a boundary with the sole purpose of creating a better team is strictly prohibited and will be monitored by the local governing authority and the SAHOF High School committee.  If it is felt that a boundary has been created for the sole purpose of selecting high quality players the committee may reject their high school designation and this team would be re-registered and re-classified as a Midget-Rec team.    

All Combined teams will be under the supervision of the High School Committee and must be formed with the "approval of" and "comply with" all of the parameters of both the local governing authority and the High School Committee with such approval granted for one (1) year only.  All high school teams must re-apply annually (Pure or Combined).
Combined Team Registration
The application and approval must be completed before the team will be registered and before their first HS league/division competition begins.  These two forms are required and must be submitted to the HS Committee prior to league play or registration.  

1. SAHOF High School Team Application Form (HS-1) 

2. SAHOF Combined Team Boundary Designation Form (HS-2) along with appropriate MAPS and description of the boundary being used and all high schools within that boundary
REGISTRATION FORM SUBMISSION

For the current season the SAHOF notification can be in the form of an e-mail, fax or letter designating the classification of a pure team and naming the high school.
D. ‘NON’ HIGH SCHOOL TEAM DEFINITION (Midget Rec):

It is understood a team of high school age players may participate in a ‘High School League’ where the team DOES NOT meet the criteria established for pure and combined classifications.  
As noted in (1)(C), if any teams and player(s) participating outside of the boundaries established for pure/combined teams, except for the goalie allowance, will be recognized as Midget-Youth-REC teams. 
Additionally, any facility league formed for high-school teams that does not participate in the established SAHOF high school approved leagues (see Governance Section 8):  These teams will NOT be granted high school hockey status and NOT be eligible for SAHOF high school activities unless they can appropriately establish legitimate independent team status. The USA-H (SAHOF) registrar should recognize these teams as MIDGET-REC only and not classify them as High School. 

High School team and league administrators / organizers must understand the consequences of not following the Pure or Combined guidelines (and where teams are not officially recognized as independent HS status).

· Midget REC teams CAN participate in the High School league to help fill out the league…and they can play against registered high school teams.
· Teams will NOT be allowed to participate in SAHOF sponsored High School events or activities.  These include:  State tournament playoffs; All-Star competition, Chicago Showcase or any other High School function sponsored by SAHOF.

· Players on these teams are also not eligible to participate in these SAHOF high school activities.

E.  MISC ISSUES:

· Players CUT from Pure or Combined Teams: Since the rosters allow for 30 players, it should be understood that players who are CUT from a pure or combined team might NOT participate on another pure or combined HS team.  Since all HS players ‘must’ play for the HS team within their boundary (or pure-HS), they are not eligible to be on a HS roster.  However, they will be allowed to be part of a MIDGET-REC team and are not eligible for playoffs or all-star/showcase activities.   It is assumed that a league or facility will be able to accommodate these additional players at a REC level.

· Addition of Teams After Season Begins:  Will depend on timing and game/schedule changes can be accommodated.    If a league feels that a new HS team can be formed during the season and still allow the team to get in their 15-game minimum, they can accommodate the new team as either pure or combined and the new team will be eligible for state playoffs and players eligible for Chicago Showcase.  However, if the team is allowed to enter and only play a partial schedule they could classify them as a REC-HS team and therefore they would not be eligible for state playoffs and Showcase, etc.
2.  ROSTER REQUIREMENTS
The HS Committee suggests a minimum of 15 players (9 forwards, 4 defense, and 2 goalies).  USAH guidelines allow a maximum of 30 rostered players – but no more than 20 players (with a maximum of 18 skaters) can dress for any game/scrimmage (where referees are present and running a game scenario.   
The SAHOF high school committee encourages all teams to put as many players on the roster as possible, for practice, and use the program as a development opportunity even though all players may not play a lot of actual games.
3.  PRACTICES (Game only Teams)
To be registered as a High School team it is recommended that the team has a season ‘practice plan’ and have a number of organized team practices.  These can be on-ice, off-ice, roller and/or team meetings).   

Teams should NOT be formed as ‘league/game team only’ (if possible)
Teams formed for the sole purposes of participating in HS league games for possibly entry into the SAHOF HS State tournament and allowing individual players entry into the All-Star and Chicago Showcase process may not be approved by the HS committee.    [Refer to Section 7 – League Participation/Commitment Guidelines]

4.  INDIVIDUAL PLAYER ELIGIBILTY REQUIREMENTS

In addition to the team requirements there are individual player requirements that need to be observed for players to qualify as a High School player.   Before the ‘team’ application can be submitted all potential players must be evaluated to determine if they meet the individual guidelines below.  Each team (registering organization) must be careful to screen their players so that they meet the criteria below before meeting the team guidelines.  

In general, these guidelines are based on general USA Hockey rules and incorporate additional guidelines applicable to the Chicago Showcase eligibility.

· Players must be enrolled in grades 9th through 12th only and be a full time student at Florida High School or prep school.  8th-Graders are not allowed as they are not recognized in the USA-Hockey high school age classification.
NOTE: The FSHL has recently reversed their previous exception whereby 8th graders are allowed to PRACTICE but they are not allowed to play in league games.  8th Graders are Not Allowed
· If there are players on the roster that DO NOT current ATTEND a High School (dropped out) or cannot prove they are ‘home schooled’, the team cannot be registered as a HS team and therefore all players on the team will not be eligible for HS events (team or individual).  Players who drop out of high school during the season are NOT eligible for end-of-year activities (playoffs, state tourney, Showcase, etc.)

· All players MUST be in good standing with USAH, SAHOF, league and/or the local registering organization.  Any player(s) who have/are designated by their local organization or rink-facility as “not being in good standing” will NOT be eligible for individual HS events or activities (all-stars, showcase, etc.).  The local organization and/or league should notify the SAHOF HS committee immediately after a player has been recognized as ‘not being in good staning’ so that these players will be excluded or dropped from any individual actvitity.
· Maximum Age:  Maximum player age should be age of twenty (20) as of December 31st of the playing season

· Have not exceeded ‘eight (8) consecutive semesters’ starting with their freshman year.  Being ‘held back’ will not extend your high school eligibility.   Note – this will be a problem if 8th graders are allowed to participate since they will run out of HS eligibility before they actually are out of high school.
· Home School Exception (Pure or Combined classifications):  A high-school league may make exceptions for home-school players whereby they will fall within “the boundary which contains the local public high school that applies to their home residence”.  Private schools will not be considered for purpose of home schooling as it allows them to ‘pick’ a private school that may or may not be within their residential boundary.
· Private / Parochial / Charter Schools: (Pure or Combined classifications): Once a boundary is established (by zip-code, county, etc., all high schools within that boundary must be included.   Players attending any designated high school within the boundary will all be treated equally with respect to the boundary established.   While pure teams are not a problem, combined teams must include all high schools within the designated boundary.  (Note:  home schooled players are assigned to a local public high school – see above)

· Grade Point Average:   SAHOF allows each League / Division to establish minimum GPA requirements for High School participation.   However, it is recommended that students maintain a 2.0 GPA.   A 2.0 GPA is required for Chicago Showcase eligibility.

Other eligibility guidelines can be established by each league administrator but must meet the above minimum standards.   It is recommended that any rules outside these guidelines be submitted to the SAHOF HS Committee for review.  Rules and regulations must meet both USA Hockey AND SAHOF guidelines in addition to local/rink/league guidelines established. 
· Refer to FSHL rules-regulations.   

· Refer to local league rules-regulations. 

5.  SAHOF High School FORMS AND USAGE

These forms will be (are) developed to support and coordinate HS hockey

	FORM # and Name
	Description/Usage
	FORM

Due Date
	Submit

Form To:

	Form = SAHOF HS-1

Annual High School Team/League Registration
	This annual registration form will be used to designate the team as being a ‘high school’ team based on the SAHOF Pure or Combined guidelines. 
	(*)

1/22/2007
	HS Comm

	Form = SAHOF HS-2

Combined Team Boundary Designation
	If the team application (SAHOF HS-1) designates the team as a ‘combined’ team, this form must be completed/submitted for evaluation and approval for combined status
	(*)

1/22/2007
	HS Comm

	Form = SAHOF HS-3

Player-Parent Registration Notification
	This form outlines the SAHOF HS rules and regulations and player-development opportunities for designated high school players. It must be handed out to all players/parents during their normal registration process.  Registering organizations are responsible for distributing this information to prospective high school players. 
	(*)

At Player Registration
	Players and Parents

	Form = SAHOF HS-4

All-Star Series Notification
	Will be redefined if needed
	(*)
TBD


	Players and Parents

	Form = SAHOF HS-5a
All-Star Series Player Commitment
	Will be redefined if needed
Will be used for any player-development program.
	(*)
TBD


	HS Comm

	Form = SAHOF HS-5b

Chicago Showcase and Underclassman Player Development Program
	Various Forms are required to support the Showcase and/or Underclassman eligibility and these documents will be coordinated and released when needed by the Showcase General Manager (annual).  Will be used for any player-development program.
	(*)
Feb-March and April
	HS Comm

Showcase Coordinator

	Form = SAHOF HS-6

High School and School District Informational Package
	Will be redefined if needed
	Ongoing
	TBD

	Form = SAHOF HS-7

STATE Tournament Team Information
	Will be redefined if needed.

This form will be submitted immediately after the team has earned a spot in the SAHOF state tournament.   This will include information on the players, coaches, high schools and other information needed for the state tournament booklets.
	February

March
	HS Comm

	Form = SAHOF HS-8

STATE Tournament High School Notification
	Will be redefined if needed.

The information on this form will be distributed to local HS and School Board members based on the high schools represented in the state tournament.  The form/package will provide information on the state tournament and allow 10 tournament passes to HS and School Board administration to encourage their attendance.
	February
	To Schools and School Board members

	Form = SAHOF HS-9

STATE Tournament MEDIA Information Package
	Will be redefined if needed.  The information will be distributed to local media and will have a few tournament passes
	March
	Media (radio, Paper, TV, etc.)

	Form = SAHOF HS-10
SAHOF Application for creating a New high school LEAGUE or TEAM
	NEW 2006: 

This form should be used by all individuals who desire to start a new high school team or league in Florida.
	Ongoing
	


6.  SAHOF High School Team Application and Registration 
Refer to Appendix-C:  SAHOF HS Registration Process & Forms
(*)  For 2007-2008 Season – Registration Due Dates
Forms supporting team and player applications (HS-1, HS-2 and HS-3) must be submitted along with a copy of their USA Hockey Registration (T-1 and T-2) and TEAM FEE are due by Jan 28th,  2008.
Send completed forms to the HS committee:
Tampa Bay Lightning

Attn: David Cole, Director of Fan Development

401 Channelside Drive

Tampa, FL 33602

Other forms for the All-Star series and Chicago Showcase will be forthcoming based on tryout schedules.

This document is available to all administrators who are registering a High School team and covers the requirements as well as forms HS-1, HS-2 and HS-3.   

A) annual High School Team registration: 

In order to coordinate High School hockey in Florida each team must apply, in writing, to the SAHOF HS Committee to obtain their designation as a High School team.   The form(d) below must be completed by the organization registering the team and submitted to the committee.    This will allow the SAHOF HS committee to have an accurate picture of the High School leagues that are operating in the state as well as the team designations that are participating. 

1.  annual SAHOF registration Forms:   (Refer to table above for form deadlines)
Each conference (Lightning and Panther) must complete, and submit, the appropriate forms to the HS committee.  Additionally, the player-parent notification must be provided to all players for review at registration or at the beginning of the season. 

A. High School Team Registration Form (This form should be used for any team that is participating in a 'High School' league. Teams should be designated as Pure, Combined or Midget-Rec as determined by their boundary classifications). 

B. Combined Team Boundary Designation Form (only if Team Application form designates this team as being a 'combined.  This form should be accompanied by additional information needed to identify the boundary being established (maps, county/school district boundaries, location of other rink-facilities and high-school teams, etc.) along with a written explanation of the boundary and why they should be considered as a ‘combined’ team.

C. Player-Parent Notification (this form must be distributed to all players (and parents) during the normal registration process. 

2.  REGISTRATION DUE DATES for team applications are based on the league standards:

Panther / FSHL:  (refer to FSHL rules/regulations).  The SAHOF Forms SAHOF HS-1, SAHOF   HS-2 and a copy of their USAH (T-1) registration must be submitted to the SAHOF HS Committee by the due-date noted above.  (NOTE:  the FSHL has their own annual team registration process whereby all teams must apply be late spring or early summer….refer to FSHL guidelines.)
Lightning / HS Committee:  The SAHOF Forms SAHOF HS-1 and SAHOF HS-2 and a copy of their USAH (T-1) registration must be submitted to the SAHOF HS Committee by the due-date noted above. 

NOTE:  If any teams desire to participate in the SAHOF high school program OR, if a new league/division is requested (via HS-10 form), new teams/leagues MUST notify and apply prior to the governing bodies annual registration requirements.   Teams/Leagues will NOT be allowed to form LATE, after normal registration, due to the impact of scheduling, etc.   There are no guarantees that a proposed high school team or league will be recognized as high school (teams or players) due to late notice. 
B)  USAH / SAHOF Registration:
All high school teams must be registered properly with USAH/SAHOF.  Registration forms and requirements can be obtained through the SAHOF Registrar.   Up to 30 players may be registered on a high-school team but only 20 can dress for a game. 

Team Registration – Roster Changes

Panther (FSHL):  Refer to FSHL rules and regulations for registration guidelines and deadlines.   Generally, all team rosters must be frozen by November 30th each year. 

Lightning (HS Committee and League Administrators)(*)(**):  The USAH guidelines should be used to freeze the final roster.    All rosters must be finalized and submitted (with approval) from the USAH registrar by December 31st annually.   After 12/31 no changes to the roster are allowed and only players rostered as of 12/31 will be allowed to compete in TEAM or INDIVIDUAL post-season SAHOF sponsored competition.

LIGHTNING CONFERENCE DECISION (Eff Oct 2005):  Games played with illegal players (not rostered):   
Games played with illegal players are not allowed.   Only players on the official USA-Hockey roster and subsequent SAHOF registration roster are available to play in games. (TBD from statewide perspective).  
Local/league rules will be used currently to adjust won-loss record accordingly with regard to illegal players).  In addition, the SAHOF high school committee may be contacted by the league to make a decision as to sanctions against the offending team(s).
(*)  Players may be added to the roster after December 31st but these players will NOT be eligible for state playoffs or all-star/Showcase activities. 

(**) If a league begins after December 31st, these teams must be registered properly and the deadline for freezing rosters will be January 15th and SAHOF registration information is due by the above due-date (Jan 22,2007)
7.  ANNUAL FEES and REGISTRATION DUE DATE
SAHOF sponsors a number of activities for high-school designated players and teams. In order to assist in the funding of these events there will be a special high-school team fee dedicated strictly for high-school hockey activities.

2007-2008 SAHOF FEE = $50.00 per team.   This fee will apply to ALL Pure and Combined High School teams in the state of Florida.

2007-2008 Due Date = January 28th, 2008:  This fee is DUE when the registration paperwork is submitted to the High School Committee.  Failure to remit the team-fee will result in a delay in team registration and the team will not be able to compete in the state playoffs until the fee is paid.
8.  CONFERENCE and LEAGUE GOVERNANCE

A.  STATE GOVERNANCE (#): 

Refer to Sec 1-A above:  All High School hockey in Florida will be under the supervision and guidance of the SAHOF HS committee.   All teams must be registered under USAH and SAHOF rules and regulations and must be properly approved by the SAHOF HS Committee under the Pure D(1)(A) or Combined D(1)(B) classifications noted above.   (NOTE:  SAHOF By-Laws and/or Rules-Regulations will be updated to ensure consistent and coordinated references to HS Hockey governed by SAHOF).
B.  LOCAL GOVERNANCE (#): 

Due to the structure of high school hockey in Florida SAHOF has broken the state into two conferences (two conferences, the Lightning (North) and Panther (South).  
Effective 2007-2008 it will be required that all conferences who have ‘combined’ teams must have a local ‘boundary committee’ established to address the combined boundary requirements supporting those teams. 

The administration of each conference and the high school team representation will be based on these guidelines and each conference will have separate administration as noted below:

· Panther Conference - Will be governed by the FSHL (Refer to FSHL website for rules/regulations) and supervised by the SAHOF HS Committee.  The FSHL is a non-profit organization with it’s own governing board and is recognized as an affiliate of SAHOF.
· Lightning Conference - All leagues/teams outside the jurisdiction of the FSHL (Panther Conference) will be governed by the independent facility or league coordinator OR a stand-a-long board/committee developed by the high school team membership.   These groups will be under supervision of the SAHOF HS committee.  Currently, there are two informal (un-incorporated) boards that have been formed and approved by the high school team membership to govern these areas: 
· WESTERN TAMPA DIVISION
· CENTRAL TAMPA DIVISION
· FT.MYERS DIVISION – (2007-2008)
· EASTERN DIVISION (NOT OPERATING)
(#) Note:  All other areas that are considering high school hockey programs will be coordinated by the SAHOF high school committee but may be assigned to a local governing body for control/monitoring.
C:  Proposal for Statewide High School Hockey Governance – FSHL Umbrella:

A proposal has been made to the SAHOF High School Committee to allow all Florida High School hockey programs (leagues/teams) to fall under the FSHL.   Preliminary discussions have been held during the 2005 summit in Tampa and will be evaluated during the 05-06 season.  This will be re-evaluated during the 2007-2008 season and final recommendations should be available for the 2007 HS Summit. 
2007 Summit (Tampa):   This was APPROVED.   Paperwork and documentation will be worked out during the 2007-2008 season so that the entire SAHOF HS hockey will be under the FSHL for the 2008-2009 season.  
Ultimately, this proposal may provide this structure: 


1.  An FSHL over-site Executive Board (representatives from both conferences)

2.  Separate Operational Conference Boards for local operations:


A)  Panther Conference Board




i) Divisional boards as needed



B)  Lightning Conference Board




i) Western Division




ii) Central Division

9.  LEAGUE ADMINISTRATION / TEAM PARTICIPATION / COMMITMENT GUIDELINES / RULES-REGS / APPEALS
A.  Pre Season Registration:
Each team, including players/coaches, must be properly registered with SAHOF prior to their first league/division game and be approved by the SAHOF HS Committee.     If pre-season registration is not possible, the guidelines for submitting high school registration by the January 22nd deadline should be followed.
B.  LEAGUE Participation:  
Properly registered and SAHOF approved HS teams must participate in a SAHOF approved high-school league based on the governance guidelines noted in Sec#8.  Teams must play the full schedule within their division/league to be classified as a HS team so that the team and individual players are eligible for SAHOF HS events and activities.  

C.  LEAGUE structure and schedule:  

Established leagues, approved by the SAHOF high school committee, should provide:

1. A league game schedule that will provide enough games to establish team ranking.  

2. A league playoff at the end of year is encouraged to allow teams to be properly seeded into the PURE or COMBINED state tournaments
3. Inter-League play is encouraged (playing high school teams from other leagues/divisions)
4. Start-End Dates (FSHAA Winter Sports Season):   SAHOF encourages all leagues to be scheduled within a normal high school ‘winter sport’ season (see FSHL schedule).
D.  INDEPENDENT High school Teams:
· NO Leagues:  The SAHOF high school committee recognizes there may be areas where high school teams may want to form and there are no local leagues to play in.  The independent HS team process will be used to screen these teams so they can apply for ‘high school’ status.
· 2005-2006 Season:  There were no independent HS teams at present but the SAHOF HS committee will consider independent status on a case-by-case basis.  
· Apply to SAHOF HS Committee:  If a legitimate, properly registered, HS team cannot play in a league they should submit via letter to the SAHOF HS committee the reason for their lack of league participation AND a statement indicating they can/will play 15+ games against properly rostered HS teams during the season.  
· Proof of Games:  At the end of the season, score-sheets will need to be submitted to verify HS game participation to be eligible for state playoffs and individual-player activities.  All teams must abide by all USAH, SAHOF and league-division guidelines.  Failure to commit to the high school schedule, and penalties, will dealt with by these organizations in this order.

E.  LEAGUE RULES and COMPLAINT PROCESS (Additional Information in Sec #12):
Each league has the authority to design their own league as they see fit to meet the needs of their area.   Since all teams are registered with USA-Hockey they are also affiliated with both the SE-District and SAHOF.  League/division operating rules (including discipline) can be made more stringent than the SAHOF/SE-DIST/USA-Hockey permit.
SAHOF Rule Review and Bi-Annual Approval:  
Generally Every two (2) years the Conferences (via leagues or divisions) must re-submit their operating rules to the SAHOF HS committee for review and evaluation.  All conference/league/division rules MUST have their own appeal process built in.  The High school committee will keep these on file for future reference starting with the 2007-2008 season.   All rules/guidelines should be sent to the SAHOF HS committee before the 2007 HS Summit for review.   

SAHOF COMPLAINT and APPEAL PROCESS (General Guidelines): 

1s Complaint (Initial) -  Local Governing Body:  Initial complaints must be in writing to the local governing body.  The local governing body will refer the complaint to their internal discipline committee and have a recommendation for the next regular board meeting. The discipline committee will review the complaint and obtain additional information before a disposition is warranted.   If needed, the discipline committee may ask the complaintent to personally attend the next board meeting.  After initial/local disposition, the local appeal process should be exhausted before moving forward.

2nd: SAHOF High School Committee: The next step would be sending the complaint, and local authority decisions (complete case) to the SAHOF board.  The SAHOF high school committee will review the complaint and determine if all high school hockey (handbook) guidelines have been followed.  The SAHOF high school committee should provide the next disposition



Option:   Full SAHOF Board may be available/needed for subsequent review

Please contact SAHOF (President) for current copy of SAHOF Appeals documentation that must be submitted.
3rd:  SE District (if warranted)
4th:  USA Hockey (if warranted)
All complaints must be made to the local governing body first.  Any complaints initiated that are sent directly to SAHOF will be referred back to the local governing body.   (Note:  Complaints filed with USA-Hockey or the SE-District are generally referred back to SAHOF.  SAHOF will refer to the HS committee and they will refer it back to the governing body to let these guidelines work).

Example 1) NO-SHOW for LEAGUE GAME:   If a team FAILS to play in a league game (outside emergency cancellation guidelines based on league standards) there may be local/league rule prohibiting this and penalties for backing out of the game.

EXample Step-1:  Division-League RULE EVALUATED
Each High School ‘league’ administrator, with approval of the league teams (majority), may define forfeit rules where a team fails to play a ‘scheduled league game’.    It is recommended by the SAHOF HS Committee this situation be treated as a forfeit and a monetary fine/penalty be established.   

lenalty:   (to be determined by league administrator)

NOTE:  Any forfeit under this provision must be communicated to the SAHOF HS Committee (see Step-2) with their evaluation of the situation and recommendations for disposition of a penalty.

POTENTIAL SAHOF Penalty:  The SAHOF HS Committee will review all league commitment violations and determine if any suspensions or sanctions would be in order. 

1)  Division/League Violation:

The SAHOF HS Committee will be involved after notification from the league that a commitment violation exists.    If a team fails to show up for a scheduled league game and it is determined, via league/division rules, that a commitment violation occurred, the league will report the violation to the HS Committee. If it is determined that the local guidelines have been followed and the consequence (penalty) implemented properly, the SAHOF high school committee may have additional sanctions. 

The information and recommendations provided by the league administrator will be used for determination as to whether additional penalties are in order. 

Penalty:

1) The team may continue to play the remaining league schedule with the appropriate league penalty 

2) The team will be SUSPENDED from all post-season state (team) playoffs.  

3) Players, however, will still be allowed to participate in the All-Star and Showcase process

Example 2:     no-sHOW for SAHOF State Playoff/tourney game:
If a team fails to show up for a current season scheduled playoff game – whether this is a divisional, conference or state tournament game

sahof high school committee Penalty structure:  (immediate disposition will be made by the tournament officials on-site)
1) The game will be treated as a forfeit and the team will be eliminated from the remainder of the playoff (if warranted)
2) The team will have an ‘extended penalty’ which will be a SUSPENSION for this team for state playoff competition ‘NEXT SEASON’.   [An appeal may be made, in writing, to the SAHOF HS committee regarding the circumstances of the forfeit and this suspension can be waived if approved by the committee.]  

10.  COACHES CERTIFICATION REQUIREMENTS, PENALTIES and HELMETS
Based on the new 2002 USA Hockey Coaching Education Program (CEP) requirements, ALL coaches (head and assistants) must be certified as LEVEL-3.    Coaches have until the registration deadline of December 31st to obtain the LEVEL-3 certification.    Your local ACE coordinator should be handling all coach’s certification issues.  If there are any questions you can contact your local ACE coordinator or the SAHOF / State Ace Coordinator.  The LEVEL-3 requirement will be enforced during the 2002-2003 as of January 1st.  

Failure to Have Certified Coaches:   Refer to the SAHOF Ace Coordinator and SAHOF coaches certification guidelines for monitoring and consequences. 

HELMET RULE (Effective 9/1/2006): 

This rule is effective on September 1st per SAHOF distribution e-mail below.  Refer to SAHOF rules-regulations for more information on this rule, monitoring, enforcement and penalties.  If SAHOF rules will require local governance (eg: leagues/divisions, etc.) to provide monitoring, enforcement and penalties, these penalties will need to be adopted and merged into this handbook at a future date. 

Excerpt from SAHOF Distribution Notification:

SAHOFsecretary1@aol.com

Sat 8/12/2006 9:44 AM
Please pass on the following information.
Thank you,
Karen Boyd
SAHOF Secretary 

 
-----Original Message-----
From: JWood@mmdpa.com
To: sahofsecretary1@aol.com
Sent: Fri, 11 Aug 2006 9:50 AM
Subject: Reminder: Helmet Rule

	USA Hockey Board of Directors Adopts Mandatory Helmet Policy

	The USA Hockey Board of Directors approved a legislative proposal at the 2006 Annual Congress to require coaches to wear helmets during on-ice sessions.  

Effective September 1, 2006, all ice hockey coaches and instructors of registered USA Hockey youth, high school, disabled, girls'/women's 19 & under and below programs must wear a helmet during all on-ice sessions, including practices, controlled scrimmages and coach and referee clinics (seminars).




11.  GOALIE EXCEPTION (Pure and Combined)

Goalies are a unique position and the HS Committee recognizes that exceptions may need to be granted so teams have goaltending support.   As such, a goalie from outside the natural boundary from which the team was originally registered will be permitted under these conditions.

· There must be ‘less than’ 2 eligible goalies, regardless of ability/quality, within your boundary (pure or combined) to request a waiver of the boundary rule for a goalie.   SAHOF assumes two goalies per team will be the norm and you may supplement your goaltender spots using players from another High School area if a shortage exists.    

Note:  It is recommended that each team find and develop a goalie form within your own boundary prior to the registration cutoff date (December 31st).

· Once this goalie is registered to your team the player will be a permanent team member – unless the roster is officially adjusted before the registration deadline.  If another goalie within your team boundary is located, prior to the registration deadline, you may add the new goalie.  

NOTE: You cannot add players, any position, after the registration cutoff date of December 31st (with the exception of new players moving in after 12/31).

· The goalie, outside your boundary, must be CUT from a High School team within their normal boundary (if they have a team) or where a High School team does not exist.   A goalie cannot merely decide NOT to play for their local high-school team in order to be picked up by another team

· Goalies from outside your designated team boundary (pure or combined) are NOT eligible to participate with your team during any SAHOF state playoff or tournament unless a special exception is approved by the HS Committee.

· Exceptions:  Exceptional situations should be presented to the SAHOF HS Committee in writing for review and approval.  If approval has been given to allow an outside goalie to participate for the full season, including state playoffs, the team will retain their original pure or combined designation.

· Each LEAGUE may adopt other rules for outside-boundary goalie exceptions with approval of the SAHOF HS Committee approval.

12.  LEAGUE ADMINISTRATION (General) – See Section #9
· Each designated conference/league will be responsible for administering their league under USAH and SAHOF minimum guidelines. 

· Each league may, at its own discretion, adopt more stringent rules relating to penalties (such as game/league suspensions) as it sees fit with SAHOF approval (refer to Sec #9).

· Each conference, league, division and organization is responsible for adhering to all SAHOF High School guidelines.  Registering organizations must accurately register all players and teams appropriately and follow the pure/combined guidelines. 

· Failure to properly register teams and/or players may result in the ORGANIZATIONS forfeit of their right to send teams and individuals to SAHOF sponsored High School activities/events. This means that all HS teams within that organization will be suspended for the remainder of this hockey season.  The SAHOF high school committee will review the situation.  If there is a negligent and intentional disregard for the rules there may be severe penalties and sanctions handed out.
13.  HIGH SCHOOL COMMUNICATION GUIDELINES

Three critical activities are necessary to communicate the SAHOF high school hockey program guidelines to the state hockey community.   The State organization, local/league organizations, local high schools and school districts as well as players-parents must be aware of the high school program.  Refer to the FORMS section (#3) for additional information and form identification.

1) SAHOF Notification of high school rules, regulations and season calendar to all organizations, leagues, players and parents.

Annually, the SAHOF HS Committee will provide a notification to all organizations relating to the structure and organization of high school hockey for the upcoming season.   This notification is an alert to all organizations planning to form a ‘high school’ team/league, which covers all SAHOF rules/regulations relating to high school hockey.   It is important that all organizations understand the guidelines and meet the activity calendar noted below. 

General Communication Calendar (For 2007-2008 Season and Beyond)

Aug-Oct:    SAHOF Notification (write-up TBD) sent to all registering organizations and team representatives from the previous season.   Additionally, the SAHOF website will be updated and the SAHOF distribution e-mail list will be utilized to distribute the initial high school schedule of activities and rules changes for the upcoming season.

Summer    SAHOF Calendar/Scheduling Meeting:  Hopefully, we’ll have a formal SAHOF calendar/schedule meeting which will bring in all league schedulers and identify all in-season and post-season activities which must be accounted for. 

Oct-Jan:    SAHOF Team applications and Combined team Boundary definitions are due to SAHOF HS Committee.  Each of these must be completed, in detail, in order for the committee to evaluate and approve the team as a high-school team (pure or combined).  Failure to submit the forms in a timely manner will delay the approval.

2) Organizational Responsibilities (Notification of Players/Parents):  

Each ‘registering organization’ or team/league administrator must be aware of this requirement.  During player registration, all LEAGUE(s) must provide the players and parents with the explanatory brochure relating to the SAHOF high school hockey program.  This brochure will cover the general team/player eligibility guidelines and outline all SAHOF sponsored high school events and opportunities. 

If the team, or individual players, are capable and interested participating in the various SAHOF High School development opportunities.  Players and parents must understand the state high school rules and requirements.  They must also understand the team they are being placed on may or may not be classified as a high school team and their participation in the developmental opportunities would be forfeited. 

Player Parent Notification Form:  (This form should be created and updated annually for distribution)

3) Local High School and School District Communication:

The SAHOF HS Committee requests that each team registered as a High School hockey team, under the Pure or Combined guidelines, MUST send informational material (#) to ALL high schools and School District representatives for each rostered player.  
Information regarding the state organization, conference, league, schedule, ice-facilities, roster (with high school affiliation) should be provided to the School Board and school Athletic Directors.  

Distribution To School Systems (Encouraged):

1. It is the responsibility of each (Conference, Division, Team) to prepare packages from your league/division for distribution by November 1st annually.

2. Additionally, it is recommended that monthly information be communicated to each school and school district regarding the team if possible. 
(#) SAHOF needs to prepare a base administrative package for teams to use 

14.  SAHOF SPONSORED HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES and EVENTS

SAHOF will sponsor and coordinate, with the help of volunteers, facilities and other organizations, various in-season and post-season activities and incorporate them into their High School Development program.    
Current, there are three SAHOF High School development programs designed solely for players registered on Pure or Combined “High School” hockey teams. 

A.  STATE PLAYOFFS and STATE TOURNAMENT

State Tournament  - The state tournament DATES for each classification will be determined annually by the SAHOF HS committee.  Format described above.

SAHOF will conduct a state tournament for these classifications: 

1) Pure – Tier-1 (Varsity)

2) Combined
3) Pure – Tier-2 (Junior Varsity) – Adopted for 2007 (TBD for future)
A playoff structure should be established within the leagues/divisions (Panther and Lightning conferences) to identify all teams that will participate in the state tournament.  
Seedings and number of participant teams (Lightning and Panther) will be considered annually.   
FACILITY HOSTING GUIDELINES FOR SAHOF STATE HIGH SCHOOL TOURNAMENTS
Facilities are encouraged to apply to HOST this event under these general guidelines.  These guidelines will be modified annually as needed based on any changes to the number of teams and tourney format. 
· Games are played on FRI evening, SATURDAY and SUNDAY
· ROUND-ROBIN-TOURNAMENT FORMAT:  8 Teams with 2-Divisions (3 game guarantee for all teams - with semi-finals, 3rd Place, Championship.  Some teams will get 5 games)
· GAME DAYS/SCHEDULE:

· ROUNDS:

· Round-1 (4 games) – Friday night

· Round-2 and 3 (8 games) – Saturday

· Round-3 (semi-finals, Third Place, Championship:  4 games) – Sunday

· No FRI games shall begin before 6:30pm
· No evening games shall begin after 10:00pm
· No weekend games can begin before 9:00am
· Facility will provide local hotel contacts and hopefully these hotels will pass on any special rates to tournament teams needing lodging.

· Facility will provide local restaurant contacts

· Games are 15-stop (min 90-min game time) – possible FLOOD after 2nd and 3rd periods
· Team FEES will be determined annually – not to exceed $_____ (TBD)

· Trophies for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place / Participation Medallions (if possible)

· Gate fees MAY be used (annual assessment)

· Ice Cost (Budget = $200-250/hr) - if possible

· Other requirements will be assessed annually and communicated with possible host facilities
State Tournament CONFERENCE ALLOCATIONS
Each conference is encouraged to hold a playoff in order to identify their representatives for the SAHOF state high school hockey tournament.  The table below can be used as a guide to determine how many teams from the Panther and Lightning conference will be seeded into the tournament.    This is based generally on total team registration within each conference and can be modified annually by the SAHOF HS Committee.  

	PURE-Tier1
	PURE-Tier2
	COMBINED

	PANTHER
	LIGHTNING
	PANTHER
	LIGHTNING
	PANTHER
	LIGHTNING

	6 Teams (*)
	2 Teams (*)
	6 Teams (*)
	3 Teams (*)
	0 Teams (*)
	8 Teams (*)

	Panther-1

Panther-2

Panther-3

Panther-4

Panther-5

Panther-6


	Lightning-1

Lightning-2
Others depending upon Ft. Myers
	Panther-1

Panther-2

Panther-3

Panther-4

Panther-5


	Lightning-1

Lightning-2

Lightning-3
Others depending upon Ft. Myers
	N/A
	Lightning-1

Lightning-2

Lightning-3

Lightning-4

Lightning-5

Lightning-6

Lightning-7

Lightning-8


(*) Final designations may be reconsidered annually by the SAHOF HS Committee with assistance from the Panther and Lightning conferences at any time before tournament playoffs – based on final team designations.

State Tournament Pairings and Schedule:

As playoffs are developed within the Lightning and Panther conferences the playoff structure will designate their respective state tournament entries as noted above.  

Divisional, League and/or Conference Playoffs (TBD)

The playoff start should be based on league/division standings at some point in time.   A formal playoff structure will be developed independently within the Lightning and Panther conference.  Each conference will designate teams for the state tournament.  

B.  STATE HIGH SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
The SAHOF high school development program is part of the SAHOF commitment to increase the number of teams and players participating in high school hockey and to develop those players further.

There are two development programs:

1) Chicago Showcase:  This program has been in existence since 2002 and is for JR and SR’s only and players will be provided with 8-15 hours of development ice along with taking a team to the Chicago Showcase (April) annually.
2) Spring-Summer Development Program:  This program is being implemented in the 2007-2008 season and will allow incoming FR as well as SOPH’s to participate in a spring-summer league and also attend a summer tournament. 

All-Star player selections from the Lightning and Panther conferences will compete with each other to select the best players participating in high school hockey to participate in these development programs.  The format of the tryout process and final evaluations are established annually by each conference and the SAHOF high school committee with input from facilities, local coaches and other key people in the hockey community..   

HOSTING:  Facilities are encouraged to apply to host these events. 

Lightning Panther All-Star Evaluation/Selection Process:

Each conference must provide a selection/evaluation process to identify potential All-Star players.  As part of this process, each prospective player must be made aware of the commitment and the eligibility requirements.  These two forms should be used to provide this information to players-parents.

1. All-Star Series Notification -  The SAHOF high school committee has developed a form that can be presented to all players identified as prospective All-Stars (all ages) who may be involved in the evaluation process.   Each player must be aware of the eligibility requirements and the commitment that is required to be in the program.
2. All-Star Series Player Commitment -  When a player is selected as a development program participant, this form must be completed/signed by each player and provided to the conference coordinator.  A copy of this form will be send to the HS committee and will be used for All-Star write-ups, game sheets and roster hand-outs.   Each player must commit to the entire development program including the possibility of making the Chicago Showcase team.  If a Player cannot commit to the entire program another player should replace them.

· The Lightning and Panther conferences will each identify the ‘eligible’ players based on their proper registration on either Pure or Combined High School teams

· Each conference will develop their own criteria regarding player selections and may implement an advance payment (fee) program to encourage full commitment – and players may lose their advance payment fee for backing out after being selected (unless injury – Dr. Excuse)

· Each conference will define independent player evaluation formats for the selection process

· GUIDELINE:  A seniors player will take precedent over juniors if abilities are close for the Showcase team.
· Conferences must insure that forwards and defensemen are selected as well as goalies
· Conference evaluation DATES, LOCATION and COST will be determined annually and communicated to all registered pure/combined teams and prospective players

· If teams are used, conference teams must be = 21 players (12 forwards, 6 defense, 3 goalies):  
· Other forms of evaluation, 4-8 teams, and camps may be used in stead of the conference team format.

PLAYER SELECTIONS: Selection of players for all development programs may take the form of either of these methods –  The SAHOF high school committee  will review selection methods annually and modify them as needed.:

1) SAHOF All-Star GAME Format:

· Game DATES, TIMES and LOCATION will be determined annually by the HS Committee

· Players from both conferences will be ‘combined’ to form 2 or 4 teams. 

· Game format will be 2 games using 2-hrs each

· There may be hours set aside for specialty drills (Forwards, Defense, Goalies)

· All players participate equally using normal line rotations.
· Independent evaluators, where available, will look for the best players for the Chicago Showcase final roster.
· Player notifications may be posted immediately after the tryout OR may be emailed at a later date – generally within a few days.

2) TOURNEY Format:

· Game DATES, TIMES and LOCATION will be determined annually by the HS Committee

· Players from both conferences will be ‘combined’ to form 2, 4, 6 or 8 teams

· Teams will scrimmage against each other OR a tournament format may be applied

· There may be hours set aside for specialty drills (Forwards, Defense, Goalies)

· All players participate equally using normal line rotations.

· Independent evaluators, where available, will look for the best players for the Chicago Showcase final roster.

· Player notifications may be posted immediately after the tryout OR may be emailed at a later date – generally within a few days.

NOTE:  An annual evaluation of the selection process will be done by the SAHOF HS Committee.   If alternate methods for Showcase team selections are necessary a revised format may be used. 

C.  CHICAGO SHOWCASE TOURNAMENT (Junor and Seniors only)
Annually, the SAHOF HS Committee will apply to the Showcase for a spot in the tournament.  Showcase invitations are generally sent during the annual USA-H congress (June).   The Chicago Showcase Hockey Tournament is the premiere tournament in the United States dedicated to High School hockey players.   The tournament is designed only for Jr/Sr High School players meeting certain eligibility requirements (see below) and is attended by over 250 JuniorA/B, College and Prep scouts.

· Final roster for the Chicago Showcase “Team Florida” will be selected from the Lightning / Panther All-Star format noted above.

Key Chicago Showcase Eligibility Guidelines:  

The Showcase has specific eligibility guidelines that are being incorporated into the overall Florida High School hockey program.  Team/League organizers and Junior/Senior players must be aware of these special requirements and be able to support all documentation requirements.

· Leagues/Teams must keep copies of their SCHEDULE and GAME SHEETS since individual players must have them to meet the eligibility requirements. 

· Only Juniors and Seniors are allowed to participate in the Showcase.  As such, the SAHOF All-Star game is only open to Juniors and Seniors. 

· Players must participate on a properly registered ‘High School’ team (Pure or Combined).   Players registered on a Midget-Youth-Rec team are not eligible due to Chicago Showcase eligibility guidelines 

· GPA must be 2.0 or higher

· All players MUST participate in at least 75% of the games for the High School team they are registered and will need to provide a copy of all game-sheets as proof-of-participation.

· They must be willing to attend a SAHOF development camp for the team, any/all practices-meetings and attend the Chicago Showcase tournament and pay all fees as needed

D.  FRESHMAN, SOPHOMORES, JUNIOR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
The SAHOF HS committee Explored the possibility of adding a summer development program for upcoming FR-SOPH-JR’s.  This program will be coordinated during the 2007-208 season and implemented in 2007.  This will allow the SAHOF HS development program to drawn the younger players in the HS program to begin to get involved in the SAHOF program for HS players.  This will also allow these players to continue to develop for possible Chicago Showcase as they move into their junior-senior years. 
· The evaluation for FR-SOPH-JR players will be done at the same time as the Jr-Sr players are evaluated for the Showcase. Ice time and evaluators will be coordinated as needed. 
· The summer tournament selected is noted below:
· Summmer 2008 tournament will be chosen during winter season.
15.  SAHOF CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES  
The tentative SAHOF calendar of activities for High School hockey must be coordinated with these organizations.  The High School classification, grades 9-12, incorporates the USA-Hockey Bantam and Midget age classifications.   

Since SAHOF allows ‘dual registration’ (eg: A player can be rostered on a USAH travel team and may be rostered on a SAHOF High School team and may also oal of the SAHOF HS Committee to produce a coordinated calendar to allow all players to fully participate in activities of both teams.   
Although not every situation can be accounted for, early season planning will accommodate most all activities to allow players to participate on both teams.   The SAHOF calendar must take into consideration various team/league and National, Regional and local organizational events (in season and post-season)

	SAHOF EVENTS
· SAHOF State HS Tournament (Pure and Combined)

· SAHOF Lightning/Panther High School Conference All-Star Evaluation Process (JR/SR only)

· SAHOF (Lightning/Panther) – Chicago Showcase Selections

· SAHOF (Lightning / Panther) – FR-SOPH-JR player selections

· Chicago Showcase Development Camp and Practices

· Chicago Showcase Tournament (3rd Week in April – Annually)
· FR-SOPH-JR development camp (May – Aug) / Tournament in Mid July
	OTHER KEY EVENTS
· USAH – Natl Champ – Finals (early April)

· USAH/SEDistrict – Playoffs (Tier-1 and Tier-2)

· Easter Weekend

· Chicago Showcase Tournament Dates

· SAHOF – State Tournaments
· FAHL and CFHL Playoffs

· General TRAVEL “Bantam and Midget” game schedules (Tier1 and Tier2)

· FSHL (High School) Playoff and Post-Season Tournaments and All-Star Game

· Panther Cup

· Team Florida Tryouts

· HNIB Tryouts or other activities

· Junior League schedule

· Junior Playoffs/National Tourney

· Other KEY events

· NHL Hockey RULES Tournament


Appendix-A:  SAHOF Calendar)
A separate calendar will be established annually after all travel/HS and USAH schedules are established.

Appendix – B: Sample TOURNEY Schedule) 

SAHOF State Tournament Format:  PURE and COMBINED
Refer to sample tournament schedules for the 2006 state tournaments

SAHOF HS Pure Playoff Sections:

Each section will provide a playoff structure that will provide representative teams to the SAHOF state tournament.   The state tourney SEEDS will be based on the outcome of the playoffs within each section.   

· Combined teams will enter State playoffs (combined teams)

· Pure teams will enter State playoffs as either Tier-1 or Tier-2(JV) as determined by each conference.
· Midget Rec teams are not eligible for State HS playoffs
APPENDIX-C:   Annual SAHOF HS Hockey Registration Process and Forms
The registration process for SAHOF high school hockey is shown below.  Please follow these guidelines to register all high school teams participating in your league for the upcoming season.    The FORMS HS-1 and HS-2 and HS-3 are included below.  Complete all forms in detail and submit them electronically (via WORD.doc) per instructions below.  Refer to the FORMS SUBMISSION section below for directions on where/how to send your registration material. 

These items must be completed and submitted by January 22nd , 2007.
1. All USA Hockey registration should be complete and submitted to the SAHOF Registrars

2. Submit SAHOF Team Application Information (complete forms HS-1 (and HS-2 if combined team) along with copy of your USA-Hockey 1-T (roster) and the SAHOF HS Registration Fee of $50.00 “payable to SAHOF”. 

3. Provide Form HS-3 (Parent Notification) to all players and parents participating in your high school league. 

WHO MUST APPLY

· Each team participating in a High School League must submit this application to the SAHOF HS Committee.  (Example:  If there are 10 teams in your league there must be 10 separate team applications.  Each ‘combined’ team will need to supply the boundary designation and the pure and rec teams only need to submit the team application form).    Teams failing to submit an application will be considered as Midget-Rec under SAHOF guidelines.

FORM DUE-DATES and SAHOF HS REGISTRATION FEE

· For 2007-2008:  All application forms and the HS team fee of $50 (check payable to SAHOF) are due to the SAHOF HS committee for review by January 22nd, 2007. 

REQUIRED FORMS - COMPLETE AND SIGN EACH FORM
	PURE HS Teams

1. A copy of your official USAH Team Registration Form (1-T) 

2. SAHOF Form HS-1 (Team Application)
3. Team Fee of $50.00 (check payable to “SAHOF”)
	COMBINED HS Teams

1. A copy of your official USAH Team Registration Form (1-T)
2. SAHOF Form HS-1 (Team Application)
3. SAHOF Form HS-2 (Combined Team Boundary Designation)
4. Team Fee of $50.00 (check payable to “SAHOF”)
	Midget REC Teams in HS Leagues

These are teams playing in a HS league but who do not meet the SAHOF pure or combined guidelines.  

These teams are not eligible for state playoffs and players are not eligible for All-Stars/Chicago Showcase

No HS applications-registration forms are required for these teams


FORM SUBMISSION

· Submit Electronically!   You should copy Form HS-1 for as many teams being registered. Submit your entire league (all teams) in a single document (one ‘WORD.doc’ File).  
· E-mail registration documents to: Dave Cole at [call David with questions:  813-301-6822)

· MAIL SAHOF HS Registration Fee ($50.00) Check payable to “SAHOF” to Dave Cole at: 
Tampa Bay Lightning, Attn:  Dave Cole – Dir. Of Fan Development, 401 Channelside Dr., Tampa, FL 33602

ROSTER CHANGES (Amended Rosters, Team Applications and Boundaries)

As roster changes are made you will need to submit a new HS-1 and/or HS-2 to amend your original submission.  Be aware the SAHOF high school roster (HS-1) must match your USA-Hockey 1-T roster.

Questions: please direct all questions to the HS Committee chairman, David Cole.
David Cole / SAHOF High School Committee

SAHOF Form HS-1:  High School Team Registration
COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THIS FORM (by mail or E-mail)
TO:  Mr. Dave Cole:    401 Channelside Dr., Tampa, FL 33602
(Check One):    ORIGINAL APPLICATION _____
AMENDED APPLICATION (*) ____
	Team Name:
	

	CLASSIFICATION and LEAGUE INFORMATION

	Classification:
	PURE:  ____
	COMBINED: _____

	Conference:
	Panther (South) _____
	Lightning (North) _____


	League Name
	
	Division (if applicable):
	

	CONTACTS:
	NAME
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Head Coach
	
	
	

	Manager
	
	
	


ROSTER:  Supply Complete Team Roster (may be up to 30 players).  This roster must MATCH your USAH Roster.
· If PURE – all players must attend the same high school (except for goalie exception)

· If COMBINED – players may attend multiple high schools within a consecutive boundary area.  You must also submit Form HS-2 (combined HS boundary designation form) – See next page
ALL of these columns are REQUIRED   
	
	Player Name (Print)
	High School
	E-Mail

(Required)
	Grade (9-12)
	D.O.B.
	Pos

	1
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	
	
	
	
	

	5
	
	
	
	
	
	

	6
	
	
	
	
	
	

	7
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	
	
	
	
	

	9
	
	
	
	
	
	

	10
	
	
	
	
	
	

	11
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	
	
	
	
	

	13
	
	
	
	
	
	

	14
	
	
	
	
	
	

	15
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	
	
	
	
	

	17
	
	
	
	
	
	

	18
	
	
	
	
	
	

	19
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	
	
	
	
	

	21
	
	
	
	
	
	

	22
	
	
	
	
	
	

	23
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	
	
	
	
	

	25
	
	
	
	
	
	


ADD MORE ROWS IF YOU ARE ROSTERING MORE THAN 24 players
Keep a copy of this form for your own records.

(*) AMENDED APPLICATION OR GOALIE EXCEPTION:   {Enter explanation here}

SIGNED BY:  _________________________ (Mgr/Coach)    
DATE:  ______________

Form HS-2 must accompany your HS-1 Team application for each team applying for the COMBINED classification
COMPLETE AND SUBMIT THIS FORM (by mail or E-mail)

TO:  TO:  Mr. Dave Cole:    401 Channelside Dr., Tampa, FL 33602
(Check One): ORIGINAL Boundary Application _____
AMENDED APPLICATION (*) ____
	Team Name:
	{enter team name here}

	CONTACTS:
	NAME
	PHONE
	E-MAIL

	Head Coach
	
	
	

	Manager
	
	
	


COMBINED TEAM BOUNDARY DESIGNATION (Explanation)

The SAHOF High School guidelines call for all combined teams to have some kind of boundary established which encompasses all high schools within it.   The boundary can be flexible but must make sense with respect to how the team was organized.   Both public and private schools located within the boundary are included and home-school participants will be treated as being a part of the ‘public’ high school associated with their residential area.   The ROSTER submitted on HS-1 outlines all players and high schools represented on this team.

For the High School committee to consider a combined team application, rostered players must be within boundaries based on these general principles:

· Lowest number of high schools needed to make a team should be used

· Teams with double-digit available players should consider going PURE 

· Boundary must be based on Adjacent High Schools; Adjacent zip codes; City or County boundaries or School District boundaries (county or sub-county)

· Other boundaries - with approval of your league boundary committee AND any other local High-School teams that may be within or bordering this boundary.   The boundary must be established where no overlaps exist.   Any special boundary must be presented, in writing, to your boundary committee or SAHOF.
Please explain the BOUNDARY established for your combined high school team (*)

* YOU MUST INCLUDE A MAP of the boundary area and the respective High Schools within that boundary

Misrepresentation:

If it is determined, or brought to the attention of your league boundary committee OR SAHOF H.S. committee that rosters have been modified or manipulated and players are on your roster that are  outside the application boundary submitted, the team may lose their pure or combined status and the team and players will not be eligible for SAHOF activities/events (state tourney, Chicago Showcase, etc.)

(*) AMENDED APPLICATION:   {Enter explanation of the amended application here}
Keep a copy of this form for your own records
SIGNED BY:  _________________________ (Mgr/Coach)    
DATE:  ______________

Form HS-3:  SAHOF High School Player-Parent Notification

This form must be presented to all players/parents

To:  

High School Hockey Participants

Subject: 
SAHOF High School Hockey Program Information and Eligibility Guidelines
This notification is to be presented to all high school hockey participants during the team and player registration process. The objective of this notification is to allow everyone (players, parents, league administrators, hockey directors, etc.) to understand the high school team and player eligibility requirements for the coming season.   Each league and team have flexibility with respect to how the league and teams are registered.  Please refer to the SAHOF rules and regulations (High School Handbook section) for additional information and clarification. 

There is no excuse for not understanding the eligibility requirements!   If you have any questions regarding  high school team or player participation guidelines, please talk to your LEAGUE ADMINISTRATOR or HOCKEY DIRECTOR.   They will need to provide information regarding whether the high school team you are registering for will fall under the guidelines noted below and whether the team and/or player will be eligible for special events.   Have a great season and good luck!
David Cole / SAHOF High School Committee Chairman

HIGH SCHOOL CONFERENCES: 

High school hockey in Florida has two sections, Lightning and Panther, and we have had support from both Florida NHL teams.  Teams from Panther Florida (Panthereast area) are part of the Panther conference.  Teams from the rest of the state make up the Lightning conference.   Each conference may have one or more ‘leagues’ operating and they are generally set up by the local rinks.  Contact your local hockey director for more information. 

HIGH SCHOOL TEAM CLASSIFICATIONS: 

SAHOF has broken the teams into three classifications.  Each are recognized as eligible for participation in a ‘high school leagues’ but only pure and combined are recognized as true high school teams for purposes of SAHOF sponsored events.  For 2002 it is anticipated there will be almost 40 pure teams in the state and 25 combined teams.   The remainder of the teams in the various leagues will be made up of midget-rec teams. 

PURE TEAM – these teams are represented by players from a ‘single high school’. (Tier-1 is Varsity)  (Tier-2 is Junior Varsity)
COMBINED TEAM – teams are made up of players from ‘multiple high schools’.  They must be formed by players from adjoining high schools, or areas, with continuous boundaries such as school districts, county, zip codes, etc.  

MIDGET-REC – these teams are formed by players that have no boundary designations (they are not ‘combined’) and the players are not from the same high school (not ‘pure’) OR these teams may be in a league that is not approved by the SAHOF HS Committee.
HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES and EVENTS: 

High School teams and players (pure and combined teams only) have an opportunity to participate in a number of events sponsored by SAHOF.   These are designed as a player-development program and will highlight the best teams and best individual talent in the state.   Dates and locations for all events are forthcoming. Remember – there are no guarantees!

State Tournaments - SAHOF will conduct a state tournament for both the pure and combined classifications.  This will be a bracket-tournament with a 3-game guarantee and feature the best high school teams in the state at season’s end.   

Chicago Showcase High School Tournament - The Chicago Showcase is the premiere high school tournament in the county.  It is held in mid April in Chicago and attracts 24 teams from throughout the country.   It is for JR and SR players only and has very strict individual eligibility requirements.  Additionally, over 250 prep, college, junior A/B and pro scouts attend this tournament. More information will be available for those players selected for the All-Star evaluation process. 

Summer Development Program: This is being implemented for summer 2008.  All HS players ( all grades) will be included and we are anticipating a program of 40-80 players, statewide.   Selections will be determined at a later date.  This program will be a high level development program with 20-40 practices and potentially a summer (July) tournament.    Two to four teams may be involved.   Program requirements are being developed. 

SAHOF Commitment Guidelines (Team):
You need to be aware that there are guidelines whereby if teams do NOT meet their commitment to participate in league games, as scheduled OR, do not participate in a SAHOF Playoff (State Tournament), they may face fines and or suspensions where the team cannot participate in the state playoffs for the current year and possibly the NEXT season.   Please work with your coaches to stay informed as to your league schedule and state tournament requirements.    If your team administrators desire you to participate in a different event (tournament, etc) and this impact your league schedule or state tournament/playoff position, please contact the SAHOF HS committee for recommendations.   
TEAM and PLAYER OPPORTUNITIES:

SAHOF registration guidelines allow for players to participate on both a traveling (Tier-I/II) team as well as a high school or recreational team.   The additional practice and game time allows those dual registered players additional development ice and provides non-traveling players with a high quality development program.  Additionally, the activities and events surrounding the high school hockey program provide new and exciting opportunities for players. The All-Star game, State Tournament and Chicago Showcase provide a larger number of players with the opportunity to have fun and compete at a higher level and represent their local high schools.  For those players who would like to continue playing hockey after high school the Showcase provides an excellent opportunity for those eligible players who are selected. 

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY (All-Star and Chicago Showcase):

SAHOF is committed to high school player-development.  The Chicago Showcase eligibility guidelines require very strict enforcement and the SAHOF All-Star and Chicago Showcase process is very restrictive.  All players, parents, coaches and league administrators must be aware of these requirements.  Players who do NOT meet the guidelines will not be eligible for the ALL-STAR or CHICAGO SHOWCASE.   These guidelines are based on general USA Hockey rules and incorporate additional guidelines applicable to the All-Star series and Chicago Showcase eligibility.

· Commitment:    Each conference may adopt advance/non-refundable fees to participate.   To be eligible for the All-Star series and Showcase - the player and parent must be willing to commit to the All-Star and Chicago Showcase programs in total.   They must attend any All-Star evaluation, attend the All-Star game series and, if selected to the Showcase team, attend the Showcase development camp and any/all practices or meetings - and attend the Chicago Showcase.  
· They must be in good standing with USAH, SAHOF and their local organization (not on suspension, etc.)
· Players must participate on a properly registered ‘High School’ team (Pure or Combined).   It is up to the league administrator or hockey director to ensure teams are properly registered.

· Players must be enrolled in grades 9th through 12th only and be a full time student at FL High School/prep school and the Maximum Age will be age twenty (20) as of December 31st of the playing season.  No post-graduate players may participate and players may not have not exceeded ‘eight (8) consecutive semesters’ starting with their freshman year.

· Private School and Home School (Pure or Combined classifications):  Private schools will fall into the normal boundaries established for pure or combined teams.   Home-school participants will be treated being within the boundary associated with their normal public high school based on their residence.

· Grade Point Average:  SAHOF allows each League / Division to establish minimum GPA requirements for High School participation.   However, it is recommended that students maintain a 2.0 GPA since this is an eligibility requirement for making the All-Star team and potentially the Chicago Showcase team.

· Proof of Participation:  All Leagues must keep copies of their SCHEDULE and GAME SHEETS.  Individual players must have these sheets copied and submitted to meet the Showcase eligibility requirements.  Players MUST participate in at least 75% of the games for their High School team.  Chicago Showcase participants must provide all game-sheets as proof they met this requirement.  

· Only juniors and seniors are allowed to participate in the Showcase and since team Florida will pick from the All-Star teams, sophomores and freshman are NOT eligible for the All-Star program.

· Other eligibility guidelines can be established by each league administrator but must meet the above minimum standards.   Any rules outside these guidelines be submitted to the SAHOF HS Committee for review.

Detail information on high school rules and regulations can be found at the SAHOF website.

FORM HS-10 (Application for form new HS Team or League)
TO:  NEW HIGH SCHOOL TEAM or LEAGUE

This document was created to help individuals and/or facilities who would like to start a new high school hockey team or league in Florida go through the process in a controlled way and to help answer the questions regarding what can and cannot be done.  The document should be completed and submitted before you move too far into your planning.  Additional subsequent contact with the SAHOF High School committee and local governing bodies of High School hockey will also be warranted.  

It is important that facilities, administrators, players and parents of propose team(s) and/or a league understand the guidelines and be properly set up under SAHOF (and USA Hockey) rules. Do not make presumptions or assumptions. If new high school teams/leagues are formed, SAHOF wants them to be eligible for SAHOF H.S. events. However, failing to follow the SAHOF guidelines will make all teams/leagues in-eligible for SAHOF high school events.   These events may include (but not limited to):

· SAHOF State High School Tournaments

· Chicago Showcase Tournaments (eligible Jr/Sr players)

· Under-Classman Development Program (eligible Fr/Soph/Jr players)

APPLICANT:  Read Section #1 and Complete #2 - #5 in Detail

1) GENERAL SAHOF H.S. HOCKEY INFORMATION

(SAHOF H.S. Hockey Committee)

If you contact your local facility (rink) or know someone involved with local hockey (including existing high school) they should refer you to the SAHOF High School Committee for information regarding the guidelines for setting up a new high school team/league.   The committee will be able to provide the key guidelines you will need to review in order to set up the new team(s) or league.  You are encouraged to contact the committee directly and review the handbook before moving forward. The committee will review the information and contacts local governing bodies (you may have contacted them in advance also) and go over the proposal in detail.

All rules regarding the formation of high school teams / leagues can be found in the SAHOF High School Hockey Handbook (see SAHOF website or contact the Chairperson OR the local facility).  You must read through the handbook carefully and note all areas that may impact how your team(s) are formed and administered and how the league operates.

In order for the committee to evaluate your request or provide information to get you started, please complete section #2 below (in detail).  Contact the SAHOF HS Committee by sending an e-mail to the Chairperson:  David Cole: dcole@sptimesforum.com 

2) NEW TEAM / LEAGUER REQUESTOR NAME
Primary Contact Name:  _____________________
Other: ____________________________________
H-Ph:  ____________
W-Ph: _____________
Mobile: ____________
Fax:  _____________

Primary E-Mail: _______________________________________________
3) High School Hockey Team/League Formation Detail

A. SEASON




2007-2008 
__
2007-2008 
__
B. PROPOSAL FOR NEW (check one):   
TEAM(s)
__     
LEAGUE 
__    (Minimum 4 Teams)
C. FLORIDA H.S. CONFERENCE   
Lightning 
__  
Panther 
__

D. MULTIPLE TEAMS (over 1) 

YES / NO

Total Teams Proposed  __
E. LIST all FACILITIES (Rinks) which may be used and INDICATE if you have RECEIVED a WRITTEN COMMITMENT for your ICE REQUIREMENTS (noted in Sec#3 below)
	FACILITY-1
	Written Ice Commitment
	FACILITY-2
	Written Ice Commitment
	FACILITY-3
	Written Ice Commitment

	Name
	Y / N
	Name
	Y / N
	Name
	Y / N


F. IF NEW HIGH SCHOOL “LEAGUE” ONLY:  

1. Total # of League Teams Proposed:  __     (Must have minimum of 4 teams:  List all teams in ‘F-3’)
2. Team(s) Classification Proposed:      Pure:__  Combined: __  Both Pure/Combined: __
3. SAHOF High School TEAM CLASSIFICATIONS (List all teams):

A) LIST all PURE Teams: Provide the NAME of each H.S. Fielding a Separate Team.  (NOTE:  Home schooled players are attached to the ‘public’ high school within their residence)
REPLACE TEXT IN TABLE

	 Team-1
	Team-2
	Team-3
	Team-4

	Team-5
	Team-6
	Team-7
	Team-8


B)  LIST all COMBINED Teams and Note Boundary Committee: Combined teams are allowed and there may be multiple high schools involved for a specific team using the SAHOF guidelines.  You must provide the boundary description and name of all high schools (public and private) that exist within these boundaries.  (NOTE:  Home schooled players are attached to the ‘public’ high school within their residence)
BOUNDARY COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED (For Control and Monitoring):     YES  /
NO
REPLACE TEXT IN TABLE

	Boundaries
	Name of Team
	Boundary Description and list of all high schools within boundary

	1
	Tm-1
	Boundary Description: ___________

List All Public and Private High Schools within this boundary: ____________

	2
	Tm-2
	

	3
	Tm-3
	


4) PROPOSED Annual  SCHEDULE for Team or League:

DATES:  League/Team Registration: _________ 
 Season Start:___________  End:____________
How Do You Plan to Register Players:  __________________________________________________
Are Teams Required to Set Up Their Own Ice Time:     YES  / NO
· Number of Proposed PRACTICES PER TEAM:  
____
· Number of Proposed GAMES PER TEAM:  
____
(Minimum of 15 games vs Reg HS Teams)
Total Number of Proposed Ice Hours for League:
____
(Ice time may be split between facilities)
5) LEAUGE RULES (For New Leagues Only)

Do you understand the USA-Hockey rules with respect to High School Hockey

Yes
No
Haven’t Reviewed

Do you understand the SAHOF rules governing high school hockey in Florida






Yes
No
Haven’t Reviewed
Do you plan on having your own, additional, league Rules (over-and-above USAH/SAHOF)





Yes
No
Haven’t Reviewed
Do you understand the SAHOF governance applicable in the Lightning and Panther Conferences




Yes
No
Haven’t Reviewed
SEND COMPLETED DOCUMENT TO THE SAHOF H.S. COMMITTEE 

(Refer to Section #1 Contact Information)
This Section to be Completed by SAHOF High School Committee Only

The SAHOF HS Committee will go over these items in detail, based on the completion of the information above, to ensure all areas are covered and that the league/teams are stable and viable.  They will work with the local governing bodies to answer all questions so that the ‘requestor’ (above) has a clear picture of what is required to set up the new high school team/league.

1) PER #5 – HAS APPLICANT RECEIVED/REVIEWED ALL RULE SOURCES: 
Yes  /  No
2) LOCAL GOVERNANCE:  Determine Local Governance applicable to these team(s) and/or League and make sure the governance boards are in contact with the new proposal.
Lightning Conference: 


Western Division

Y / N
_________________________

Central Division

Y / N
_________________________

New Division Required 
Y / N
_________________________
Panther Conference:


FSHL (Pure)


Y / N
_________________________

New Division Required 
Y / N 
_________________________
· Has the local governing body reviewed the proposal?
Y / N

DATE:  __________

· Do they need to make adjustments to their rules?

Y / N

DATE:  __________


· Additional Considerations: _____________________________________________________

· Has Board APPROVED the Teams/League?

Y / N

DATE:  __________
3) ICE AVAILABILITY:  Do the individuals proposing the new league have commitments from the rinks, in writing, to guarantee total ice time required (practices/games).  Required to ensure long-term league stability-viability   

Y / N
COMMENTS: ___________________________________________________________________
4) COMBINED BOUNDARIES:  [Determine Final Boundary Considerations for Combined Teams – if needed]
· Boundary Committee in place to control boundary’s? 
Y / N

COMMENTS: ___________________________________________________________________
5) SAHOF High School Rule Modifications Required:
Y / N

List Changes:
Change-1
________________________________________________

Change-2
________________________________________________

6) OTHER COMMENTS – CONCERNS – SUGGESTIONS:
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