GNASH Academic Eligibility Form

The following students of _______________________ High School meet TSSAA academic standards (attached) to play GNASH Ice Hockey for the 2005/6 school year:
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____________________
____________________

Signature                                                          Date

Title   (Athletic Director, Principal, Assistant Principal, etc.)

Exhibit 1. Academic Eligibility Rules of TSSAA

a) The student must earn five credits the preceding school year if less than 24 units are required for graduation or six credits the preceding school year if 24 or more credits is required for graduation. All credits must be earned by the first day of the beginning of the school year. Academic eligibility for a student is based on the requirements of the school the student was attending at the conclusion of the previous school year. Students who are ineligible first semester may gain eligibility second semester by passing five subjects (1/2 credit) or three blocks (one credit per block) or the equivalent. If a student is forced to withdraw from school, or is prevented from enrolling in school, due to illness or accident to the student, the principal and coach may submit to the President full details concerning the illness or accident and request a ruling in regard to the student’s eligibility, provided the student was eligible at the time the illness or accident forced the student to withdraw or prevent the student from enrolling in school. If ruled eligible, such a student shall be charged with a semester of attendance for athletic purposes for the semester of non-attendance or withdrawal. A student who returns to a member school after attendance at a school of correction or alternative school may be eligible for athletic participation provided the school of correction or alternative school is accredited by the Tennessee State Department of Education and provided the student returns to the school attended before entering the school of correction. Any student assigned by the juvenile court to Tennessee Preparatory School shall be eligible for athletic competition upon entering. After one full semester, the student must meet all eligibility standards to continue his/her eligibility.

(b) Students shall be regularly enrolled, in regular attendance, and carrying at least five full courses. A student shall be considered as regularly enrolled after the student has attended for three days, has engaged in three or more days of football, girls volleyball, cross country, golf or girls soccer practice during the period on or after August 1, or has participated in an athletic contest in any sport.

Academic record. For athletic purposes the scholastic record filed in the office of the principal or superintendent at the end of a semester shall be final. Credits earned in a summer school accredited by the State Department of Education shall be recognized for eligibility purposes provided the student was enrolled during the spring semester immediately preceding the summer session and attended at least 40 days of that spring semester.

Dropouts. A student who drops out of school before the end of the semester shall be ineligible to participate in secondary school athletics until the student has been in school a semester and has passed in at least five full unit subjects. (To become eligible under this regulation, a student must attend school for at least 40 days of the semester, but in no case shall the eligibility become effective until the beginning of the succeeding semester.)

1.

Q. A school requires 28 units of credit for graduation. How many credits must a student earn by the first day of the next school year in order to be eligible?

A. Students in a school that requires 24 or more credits for graduation must earn six

credits the preceding school year.

2.

Q. A school requires 21 units of credit for graduation. How many credits must a student earn by the first day of the next school year in order to be eligible?

A. Students in a school that requires less than 24 units of credit for graduation must

earn five credits the preceding school year.

3.

Q. A student is academically eligible at the beginning of the school year. At the end of the first semester the student passes only one subject. Is the student eligible to

participate in athletics the second semester?

A. Students that are academically eligible at the beginning of the school year will be

academically eligible the entire school year.

4.

Q. A student is currently attending a school that requires less than 24 credits for

graduation. At the end of the school year the student earns five credits and transfers

due to a change of residence to a school that requires 28 credits for graduation. What is the student's eligibility status?

A. Eligible. The student will be academically eligible since he/she would have been

eligible to participate at his/her previous school. Academic eligibility for a student is

based on the requirements of the school the student was attending at the conclusion of the previous school year.

5.

Q. A student is currently attending a school that requires 28 credits for graduation. The student earns five credits at the end of the school year. The student has a bona fide change of residence to a school that requires only 21 credits for graduation. What is the student's eligibility status?

A. Ineligible. The student was ineligible academically at the school he/she was

attending at the conclusion of the previous school year. Students cannot transfer in

order to gain academic eligibility.

6.

Q. At the beginning of the school year, a student is academically ineligible to participate in athletics. May the student gain eligibility the second semester?

A. Yes. Students who are academically ineligible first semester may gain eligibility

second semester by passing five subjects (l/2 credit), three blocks (one credit per block), or the equivalent.

7.

Q. A school requires 21 credits for graduation. The student fails every course the first semester. He/she earns three credits the second semester. Can the student attend summer school and earn two credits toward academic eligibility?

A. Yes. Credits earned in summer school may be counted toward academic eligibility. All credits must be earned by the first day of the beginning of the school year.

8.

Q. At the end of the second semester, a student has earned four credits for the school year. The student is in a school that requires 24 or more credits for graduation. Can the student attend summer school and earn one credit and, also, take a correspondence course and receive one credit toward academic eligibility?

A. Correspondence courses approved by the local board of education may count toward athletic eligibility provided the student receives credit toward graduation.

9.

Q. An 8th grade student in middle school finishes the highest ending grade and is

academically promoted to the next higher grade. What is her/her eligibility status?

A. The student will be academically eligible the entire school year.

10.

Q. A special education student meets the academic requirements of his/her IEP by the beginning of the school year. What is his/her eligibility status?

A. The student will be academically eligible the entire school year.

11.

Q. A student attends a school that requires 24 or more credits for graduation. The

student does not attend school during the fall semester. He/she re-enters school the

spring semester and earns four units of credit. What must the student do in order to be academically eligible for athletics the next school year?

A. The student must enroll in summer school or correspondence courses that are

recognized by the local board of education toward graduation and earn two full units of credit by the first day of the beginning of the school year. The student must earn six full units of credit. Academic eligibility is based on credits earned and not subjects passed.

12.

Q. The school passing mark is 70. At the close of the first semester an athlete has a

grade of 80. At the close of the second semester the grade in the same subject is 65.

At the end of the school year the two grades are averaged and the student is allowed one unit of credit. May this subject be used in meeting the academic requirements?

A. Yes.

13.

Q. A student passes both semesters of a course, but does not receive credit toward

graduation at the end of the school year because he/she does not meet the attendance policy. Is the student academically eligible to participate in athletics?

A. No. If the student does not receive credit toward graduation, the course may not be counted toward athletic eligibility.

14.

Q. Are subjects such as physical education and ROTC counted in determining the

eligibility of a player?

A. Yes. Provided these subjects carry one full credit for the year or one-half credit for the semester and meet one hour each day for five days a week or the equivalent.

15.

Q. Is a student who drops out of school for one or more semesters eligible to participate when that student returns, provided he or she completes the last semester he or she was in school and receives the required number of credits the preceding school year?

A. No. A student must attend school one semester before he or she becomes eligible to participate.

16.

Q. A student is forced to withdraw from school, or is prevented from enrolling in school, due to illness or accident to the student. After being out of school for a semester, or a part of a semester, the student recovers from and enters school at the beginning of the next semester. Is it possible for such a student to be eligible to participate in athletics?

A. Such a case may be considered as a special case by the President provided the

principal submits details in regard to the absence of the student. If the student is ruled eligible, that student shall be charged with a semester of attendance for athletic

purposes, even though he or she attended less than forty days of the semester, or did not even enroll.

17.

Q. A student has an incomplete or is conditioned at the end of the school year. Will the student be eligible for participation as soon as the conditions are removed?

A. A student who receives an incomplete in a subject that causes him or her not to meet minimum scholastic requirements is ineligible until the course is satisfactorily completed. His or her eligibility is restored at that point.

18.

Q. A student was not in school during the spring semester. May that student attend

summer school and become eligible for athletic participation the following fall by passing five subjects in summer school that would give him/her the required number of credits for eligibility?

A. No. A student must have been in school the preceding semester or the last semester school was in session in order to be eligible. A summer session is counted as a continuation of the spring semester.

19.

Q. A student repeats a course for which the student has already received a passing

grade or is taking a course for which the student is not receiving credit toward

graduation. Will this subject count as one of the credits earned the preceding school

year for athletic eligibility?

A. No. A student may not repeat a course that he or she has already passed for athletic eligibility purposes nor may a student count a subject for which he or she is not receiving credit towards graduation for athletic eligibility purposes.

20.

Q. A student enrolls in a school and attends only two days. Is this considered

enrollment?

A. No. Article II, Section 1 (b) of the Bylaws states, ‘‘A student shall be considered as

regularly enrolled after that student has attended school for three days, has engaged in three or more days of football, volleyball, cross country, golf, or girls’ soccer practice during the period, or has participated in an athletic contest.’’
21.

Q. A student attends school for twenty-five days and then drops out. During the twentyfive days of attendance: (a) he or she participated in one or more athletic contests; (b) he or she did not participate in any athletic contest?

A. (a) Student will be charged with a semester since he or she participated in an athletic contest.

(b) Student will not be charged with a semester since that student did not attend forty

or more days. (See Article II, Section 5.)

22.

Q. A student who was ineligible the first semester becomes eligible the second semester by passing five subjects or three blocks. May he or she participate the weekend that marks the close of the first semester?

A. No. A student is not eligible until the opening day of the second semester.
