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Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Å NCAA Div 1-3

ï 3,800 Males

ï ~ 1% 

ï 1 in 300

ï 1,800 Women

ï 12% 

ï 1 in 8

Å 690 Players

ï +/- 175 US Born

Å25%

ï +/-190 European 

Å27%

ï +/-330 Canadian

Å48%

What 

is 

your 

dream?

Å Play College Hockey

Å Play in the NHL



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Achieving

your 

dream?

Å Typical Questions:

ï How important are academics?

ïWhat is best for me?

ï How do I get noticed?

ï If I am good enough, will they find me?

ïWhat role does my coach play?

ïWhat are other considerations?

ïWhat is the best route to college hockey?

ï Is there more than one?

ïWhere do I start?



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Pursuing 

your

dream?

Å Typical Routes to College Hockey:

ï Prep School

Å~75 boys and ~56 girls programs

ïUSAH and Canadian Junior Hockey

ÅTop 6% of players ages 15 ï20

ï High School

ÅSanctioned scholastic

ï USA Hockey

ÅMidget Tier 1 [18U]



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Å NCAA Class 2010

Where do they 

start?

Program Men Women

NEPSAC/Prep 857

USHL Tier 1 373

NAHL Tier 2 439

EJHL / AtJHL Tier 3 421

Canadian Provincial 657

USA Hockey Assoc 139

Canadian Assoc 69

US High Schools 151

Canadian HS 6

US Prep 146

Canadian Prep 25



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Å Academic Reality

SAT SCORES 
[MATH & VERBAL]

SCHOOLS
AVAILABLE  TO YOU

1400 +   
[ACT 34+]

181

1200 + 153

1100 + 115

1000 + 75

900 +
[ACT 17-20]

17

Take advantage 

of available 

academic 

reinforcement or 

rehabilitation!



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

What to consider

Å Determining what is appropriate:

ï Academic Impact

ÅNCAA eligibility

ï Reputation of the Program

ÅHistory

ï Recruiting Footprint

ÅWhere do they come from?

ï Location

ÅVisit before committing

ï Be Realistic

ÅCost - Pay to Play

ÅPlay or Watch

ï Social

ïCoach



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Major Junior 

Hockey 

will impact 

NCAA 

eligibility

Å What you should know about Major Junior

ïPlaying one game of Major Jr makes 

you ineligible for one year

ÅExhibitions are included in this rule

ïMajor Junior Camps

Åyou may stay for 48 hours on them

ïGoalies 

ÅDressing is playing

ïSigning an Agent Contract makes you 

ineligible



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

What is 

Important 

to the 

Coach

Å Academic Performance

ïWork / life balance

Å Passion & Purpose 

Å Mental Toughness

ïSelf-discipline or potential liability

Å Training / Nutrition / Strength

Å Coachability

ïDesire to learn / demonstrate

Å Skills

ïPractice habits 

Å Hockey Sense

Å Team Player



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

What does 

College Hockey 

have to offer?

Å Stability

Å The Development Model

ïPractice vs. game

ïOff-ice training / development

ïCoaching Staff

ïFacilities 

ïNHL

Å Social Experience

Å Education ïa college degree

Å Life long friendships & network



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

NCAA 

College Hockey

Å Division 1 

ï 59 Men & 34 Women Programs

ï 1 in 300 male players; 1 in 8 female players

Å HEA, ECACHL, AHA, CHA, WCHA, CCHA

Å Scholarships

ï 18 full scholarships per team

ï Top 250 players ~ 190 new scholarships yearly

Å Must go through NCAA Clearinghouse

Å Rosters ï30 players

ï 65% of men are US citizens; 62% for women

Å Full-time professional coaching staff



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

NCAA 

College Hockey

Å Division 2 

ï 7 Men & 2 Women Programs

Å ECAC, Northeast 10, Independent

Å Scholarships

ï 13.5 full scholarships per team for men

ï 18 full scholarships for women

ï Top 300 players; NCAA Clearinghouse

Å Rosters ï22 to 25 players

ï 65% of men are US citizens; 62% for women

Å Full-time professional coaching staff



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

NCAA 

College Hockey

Å Division 3 

ï70 Men & 50 Women Programs

Å NESCAC, MIAC, ECAC, SUNYAC, NCHA

Å No Athletic Scholarships 

ïTop 600 Players

ï~1000 men; ~2000 women

Å Rosters ï30 to 35 players

ïVery large recruiting class

Å Full-time professional coaching staff



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

NJCAA 

Junior College 

Hockey

Å Eight Menôs Programs

ï~240 players

ïRoster size up to 30 players  

ïTuition less expensive

ïOpen recruiting

ïTier 1 Midgets and most Tier 2 midgets 

can play



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

ACHA 

College Hockey

Å Non Varsity Programs; Organized in 1991

Å Menôs and Womenôs Programs

ï Division 1 .......+/- 53 menôs; +/- 35 womenôs

ï Division 2 .......+/- 150 menôs; +/- 10 womenôs

ï Division 3........+/- 130 menôs

Å Roster - 20 to 30 players

Å Standard college admissions process

Å Pay-to-play costs vary among programs

Å ACHA National Championship

Å Team USA World University Games

Å Most Midget [Tier 1 and 2] players can play



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Making it to 

Professional 

Hockey

Å Roughly 50% of 1st round selections make  

it to the National Hockey League

Å 15% of 2nd round draft choices play in NHL

Å 5% of remaining draft will eventually play

Å 16% of the players in the NHL are undrafted

ï 1996 Draft ....2 NCAA 1st round picks

ï 2001 Draft.....4 NCAA 1st round picks

ï 2006 Draft...18 NCAA Picks  

10 USA in 1st round                                                               

59 USA overall

ï 2007 Draft ..62 USA overall

ï 2008 Draft...45 USA overall
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The Hockey 

News said...

Back in the ô70ôs major junior hockey was the 

way to go...but if I were a teenager hell-bent on 

becoming a professional hockey player, the 

decision to play [major] hockey would not be as 

automatic as it once was...in fact, the Hockey 

News / NHL player poll indicated that they would 

opt for the college route over the junior route.

-Hockey News April 3, 2007

52% NCAA College Route

38% Major Junior

10% Europe
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Å Earning a college degree

ï16% of CHL [Major Junior]  

ï84% of NCAA

Academic 

Incentive 
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Å Keys to Getting Noticed

ïAcademically attractive

ïGood development program

ïCoach is your strongest advocate

ïAlumni speak in your behalf

ïUSA Hockey Select Camps

ïCompete in District Tournaments

ïCompete in National Tournaments

ïCompete at your best effort

ÅYou never know who is watching

Summary



Opportunities in Hockey 2009

Remember, 

there is nothing 

wrong in 

believing in 

your dreams!

Thank You!

And 

Good Luck!


