Pacific District Player Development

Introduction

The Pacific District is made up of five State Affiliates from Alaska, California, Nevada, Oregon and Washington (a.k.a. PNAHA).  The Pacific District Select 14, 15, 16, & 17 programs are designed to find the best players in each of these age groups.  The goal of each class is to represent the Pacific District (PD) at a national camp sponsored by USA Hockey (USAH) involving the best players from each of the twelve USAH Districts.  The camps are used by USAH to identify the top performers in each age group for possible opportunities to represent the USA at advanced levels of national and international competition.

Player Opportunities

The PD Select Program is essentially for the elite players in their age category.  One might argue that we are spending too much time on the select few at the expense of the majority.  That may be true, but it is also true that the better players were once a part of the majority too.  Hockey is a competitive sport and those that do become better are products of hard work, dedication, and commitment to being the best that they can be.

In the Pacific District we are blessed with many good players at all levels.  In an effort to provide these players with an opportunity to excel we have designed the PD Select Tryouts to include the best players from all areas of the District.  Each age group has 68 to 80 players trying out for up to twenty spots to represent the District at the National Camps.

Participation Fees

The Select 14, 15, 16 and 17 programs cost a considerable amount of money to operate.  The Pacific District is a non-profit organization that depends on registration fees from its membership to cover most expenses.  Obviously we would enjoy paying for all of the expense for our Select programs.  We are constantly seeking other revenue sources to supplement the expenses of the camp.  Unlike many similar programs in the private sector there is no profit margin built into the fees.

The fees for the 2009 Select Tryouts will be between $450 and $900 depending on the area of the District you live.  The fee includes ice time, on-ice and off-ice personnel, meals, rooms, and ground transportation during the tryout weekend.  Air transportation is included for players coming from Alaska, California and Nevada.  Players selected to participate who live within the Pacific District boundaries and are playing outside the District will be required to provide their own air transportation.  The exact fee for all participants will be announced after the total costs are finalized sometime around March 1, 2009.

Select Tryout Invitations

Players living and playing within the Pacific District are invited to participate in the District Select Tryouts through their State Affiliates’ process.  Each Affiliate determines the process for their players and is responsible for contacting eligible players.  The player, his parents and his coach have equal responsibility to seek out this information.  Each Affiliate receives a particular number of player invitations to the District Tryouts.  This number is based upon the number of registrations particularly with competitive Tier I and II teams within the Affiliate as compared to the total number within the District.  A small number of spots (at-large) in each age group are reserved for players who reside in the Pacific District but are playing on teams outside the District.  Players that fall into this category can apply for an at-large spot.  A letter must be sent to the District Player Development Director no later than February 1 of each year.  The players will be notified by mid-March as to whether or not they have been selected.  There are no guarantees that players applying for an at-large spot will receive it.  Every player is encouraged and should make every attempt to attend the tryout of their home Affiliate even though they are not presently playing there.  A player’s best opportunity to be invited to the District Tryouts is always through their Affiliate process.

Player Selection

The evaluation team for each age group consists of respected coaches and player development personnel from throughout the Pacific District.

The toughest assignment we face is the player evaluation process.  As you know “beauty is in the eyes of the beholder” and that could result in a staff of five to eight evaluators coming up with five to eight different opinions about the same player.  Unfortunately the selection of players is not a perfect science.  There is no certain method that will assure us that we will select the best players.

We also understand that five or 6 hours of ice time is a limited time to make an informed decision, but it is what we have to work with.  Yes, we will take into consideration the player’s performance during the regular season; however, the player’s performance at the tryouts will weigh heavily on the evaluators’ final decisions.  Unlike what is commonly believed, “politics” does not play any part in the decision making process.  The Pacific District is committed to selecting the best players in the district.

If you advance to the next phase of the program, congratulations!  If you don’t, then we hope you will do what all good athletes do.  Prepare, do all that you can and be ready the next time opportunity knocks.

All players playing within the Pacific District must tryout with the Affiliate they are playing in.  Any player playing in the District who is unable to tryout because off injury or for other reasons will not be permitted to apply for an at-large spot in the District Camp.  These players are required to apply to their Affiliate for a spot on the Affiliate roster.

Pacific District Tryouts

Dates:

April 23 – 26, 2009 – Birth Year 1994 & 1995


April 30 – May 3, 2009 – Birth Year 92 & 93
Location:
Kent Valley Ice Arena

Kent, WA

Sixty-eight to eighty players in each of the four age groups will participate and compete during the four days.  Approximately twenty players will be selected at each age group to represent the Pacific District at the USAH Player Development Camps.  Players in each age group will be drafted onto one of four teams.  Each team will have two skill sessions and play a game against each of the other three teams.  All players will stay at a local hotel with transportation provided between the hotel and the rink.  Adult supervision will be provided from the time players check in on Thursday until they are dismissed on Sunday.  Every player will receive a letter no later than May 15 indicating whether or not they were selected to represent the District at the National Development Camps.

The Pacific District is committed in making this tryout process the best experience the player can have.  In order to do this the player must give his total commitment from the time he checks in on Thursday to the time he is released on Sunday.  For less than 72 hours the player is asked to dedicate himself to the camp both on and off the ice.  Each player and parent will be required to sign the “Select Camp Rules and Regulations”.  It is strongly recommended that players and their parents review the rules prior to checking into the camp.  Staff is always accessible for any questions prior to the camp and throughout the weekend.

Remember USA Hockey is looking for the elite athlete both on and off the ice.  Your actions off the ice are as important as how well you do on the ice.

National Festivals & Development Camps
Select 14 Player Development Camp
Date:

July 12 – 18, 2009
Location:
Rochester, New York

Select 15 Player Development Camp

Date:

August 2 – 8, 2009
Location
St. Cloud State University, Minnesota

Select 16 Player Development Camp

Date:

June 21 – 27, 2009
Location
Rochester, New York

Select 17 Player Development Camp

Date:

July 7 – 14, 2009
Location
St. Cloud State University, Minnesota

All dates and locations are subject to change

Format for all Camps

Format:

A nominal fee is required by each participant to attend the National Camp.  It is the player’s responsibility to provide his own transportation to the respective camp.  Players will be drafted onto one of 12 teams and participate with the best players in the United States from the other 12 USAH Districts in a week long skills and development style camp.  All players are evaluated for possible future participation in National USA Hockey programs.  At the Select 16 and 17 divisions, a team of 20 players will be selected to participate in an international competition in late July or early August.

District and Affiliate Contacts
District:
Bruce Urban – bruce.urban@gci.net 

Alaska:

Dennis Sorenson – alaskaallstars@gci.net

California:
Ed Tar – ETIETA@aol.com 

Nevada:
Mike Sullivan – mikes@jmsnv.com

Oregon:
Tim Moran – timothy.moran9@verizon.net

Washington:
Rob Kaufman – pshcrkauf@aol.com 
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