MAHA Meeting
May 5, 2007 10:00am

Heritage Inn

Great Falls, MT

Present:

Bruce Bekkedahl
MAHA

Dexter Busby
MAHA

Genia Tartaglino
Kalispell
Flathead Valley Hockey Association


Steve Tartaglino
Kalispell
“”
“”

Tony Clayton

Kalispell
“”
“”

Koery Nelson
Havre

Mark D’Agostino
Bozeman

Tim Heibert

Bozeman

Donna Garton
Great Falls

Maryetta Sodja
Helena

Michael Voeller
Helena

Rich Hennis

Missoula

Dave Miewold
Missoula

Phone:
Mike Eliason

Glascow

Pat Braaten

Glascow

Kevin Funyak
Billings
Guests:
Courtenay Marcik
Brian Hendrickson

Bruce opened meeting, Helena motioned to approve minutes for last meeting and Great Falls second-Passed.

Northern Plains District- Bruce explained that it will have about 11,000 players and coaches, so we will have 2 new District Directors.  He gave a list of new officers and we discussed the age classifications.  Individual affiliates make decisions pertaining to age classifications. There was also discussion on Massachusetts wanting to eliminate Tier 2 at the National Level because they feel these are just lower level Tier 1 teams, and the original intent of Tier 2 teams was for them to be community based and not recruited teams.  The Northern Plains District will have a slot at the National level of Tier 1 and 2 teams.
There was discussion of this being a rule change year and these will be decided upon at the Annual Conference in June in Billings.  Among those being suggested are:

· Changing the dimensions of the blue lines, etc.

· Eliminating icing when a team is shorthanded.

· Tag-up offsides rules

The USA Hockey board of directors is the ones to vote on these changes.  Applications should be filled out from now on with the Northern Plains District name.  Our District Directors will be Dave Trones, and Brad Bekkedahl.

Treasurers Report- Dexter reviewed the amounts in MAHA’s accounts and also stated that there was $150.00 Bond money left to go back to Salmon, ID.  There were no requests or approvals for refs.  There is cross ice reimbursement money available for Kalispell and Great Falls.  There was discussion whether MAHA should subsidize tournaments.  Bruce suggested putting information in writing with dollar amounts for later discussion.  Kevin from Billings stated that they lost money in the tournaments they hosted possibly due to fewer teams participating.  Tim also suggested that maybe during the bidding process, towns submit bids on a 4, 6, 8 teams participation basis.  Bruce discussed whether towns are bidding to have home ice advantage or to make money.  That making money is harder to do with a lower volunteer base.  Discussed Helena and Billings lost revenue and this was tabled until more information is collected.
Development Camps- Randy was not at this meeting.  Missoula bought some old jerseys and with this purchase the camps should be close to breaking even.  The state does not supply money for refs; this is up to the individual associations if the refs are not volunteers.  Bids to host these tournaments will be due by July 31, and awarded in September.

Local Association Issues- Kalispell requested a list of items required by MAHA and USA Hockey to be in compliance.  Bruce suggested Todd Porter be contacted to get a new association number.  There will also be a meeting for registrars at the scheduling meeting.  It was highly recommended to get members to register online.

Whitefish was not in attendance and Bruce commented to keep fining them and may need to go to USA Hockey and let them know they are not in compliance, also commented that they are a year behind in fines.  Tim said he had a child from Whitefish on his Thunderblade team and would mention something to the parents.

League Issues- Tim handed out a report with recommendations.  These were reviewed and voted on.  Item 1-Tim will develop a model to let associations talk about scheduling.  Maybe present to rink managers in September to get their feedback.  This was tabled until Tim hands out further information.   Item 2- Motion made by Mark D’agostino and second by Dave to approve tournament applications being due by July 31 and awarded in September.  This vote passed.  Item 3- recommended adding language that the host city for a tournament should not give preferential treatment to the local team that is not given to the other teams.  Tournaments should be neutral ice.  Bruce will draft language and pass around for discussion.  Tabled.  Item 4- Addition on sanctioned Mite tournament.  This was tabled but there was discussion of a hockey weekend with reps being available.  Helena had a very successful tournament based on the “Winkler” plan that was cross ice and the families enjoyed this format.  Dexter also added that if we can bring back the level of excitement at the younger ages the kids are more likely to stay with hockey and follow it through.  If you can get the kids excited they will in turn get the parents excited.  The Mite age also should be based on ability rather than age.  Bruce reviewed the numbers of kids registered in each age level.  Tim also let everyone know that tournament schedules are not to be mailed out without being approved first.  He ran into some issues this year with schedules being mailed out without approval.  Bruce thanked Time and let him know that it really takes the pressure off to know that Tim is following through with things and making this run the way Bruce had envisioned it being able to. 
Mark D’Agostino asked if there was a reason why seeds 1 and 3 play each other.  Bruce reviewed this and the wording in the Annual Guide needs to be changed.  Visitor Brian Hendrickson from Great Falls brought up the idea of having many teams from one town travel together on certain weekends.  This would keep families together and cut costs.  Brian said he would put together a model and bring back for discussion.
Point Streak- This company would like MAHA to use their system to track stats and post results on the web.  The cost of this would be about $5-6 per child.  It was decided not to do this because of the cost and USA Hockey has a program that is comparable.

League Structure- Dexter commented on the High School teams having tournament weekends back to back.  Bruce asked if everyone should get a tournament at the end of the year.  There was discussion about Cody, Sheridan and Salmon playing in B division this year.  Bruce was commenting that our system works well which is why other states want to play in it, but was there any tweaking that needed to be done.  This topic was tabled for later discussion.
Junior vs. Youth players- Discussion about not being able to play on two teams that could end up going to the Nationals after Dec.31.  Junior programs are for profit and sometimes players can be put in a bad spot trying to decide between youth teams and junior teams.  This topic was tabled as far as taking any action but wants MAHA reps to talk to their associations regarding their feelings on this issue.

Junior Varsity League- High School teams can roster up to 30 players and suit out 20.  Although players must still play in enough games to play in the State Tournament they can play on both teams.  They must be in High School in order to play on the High School team.  JV will not have a state tournament but coaches can use this as an avenue for player development.  Motion made by Dave and Second by Tony.  Motion passed to institute JV League.

Thunderblades- requested the weekends of Thanksgiving, Christmas, and a weekend in January not is scheduled for League commitments for these kids to play Thunderblades.  Dexter commented that he had fielded calls this year about why we were catering to these teams.  Bruce commented that our priority was to the 2,000 kids in our league.  Should we write “League games take precedence” into the language for local associations?  Local associations can have some say in the requirements to play on the Treasure League teams.  Concern brought up that this must be enforced consistently.
Womens/Girls- Steve was concerned that by enforcing the rule for the Thunderblades to make a local commitment it would hinder the movement of the girls being able to play.  Helena said this was not the case because there is not a local opportunity for girls.  Stephanie Gray may be looking into seeing if there are enough girls to make a Western Division.

Coaching- No one attended to speak regarding this.

Refs- Rich said there were approx. 60 refs that took the course in Missoula last year.  They may add a third one this year.  Rich made a motion and Steve second it to appropriate up to $650 for 2 people for next  year to get reimbursed to go to Colo Springs for training.  Motion passed.
Pee Wee Ref fees- Kevin brought up that the refs at the state tournament were paid according to the standardized schedule in the annual guide and this was not the intent for refs at the pee wee age level games.  Mike made a motion, which Dave second to amend the language for a standardized fee for pee wee refs.  This motion passed.

Growth in Montana- USA Hockey wants ideas on how we are growing hockey in Montana.  (ie., flyers, free days of skating, etc.)  If an association would like to suggest some ideas and they would like matching funds these proposals need to be brought to the board in writing.  

Bruce will write a letter to USA Hockey letting them know that Montana will comply with age regulations.

There is a Risk Manager position available.  Suggested that the disciplinary committee raise there members to 6 with any 3 being able to act at any one time.  None of these people should be from the same association.  This would keep the board bias free.  
Bruce’s term is up but he is willing to run again.
Next meeting will be the annual meeting in June in Billings.
Motion to adjourn- Steve 

Second- Mark
