MAHA MEETING
Saturday, February 21, 2009- 10:10 AM

Helena, Montana

Every affiliate present except Miles City. All directors were present. 

10:10 AM
Call to order by President Bruce Bekkedahl.



Agenda Approved



Minutes of last meeting approved.

FINANCIAL BUSINESS- Amanda Palmer



Savings Account balance $39,530.88



Checking account balance $34,678.32


Checking balance player Development   $417.18



Expenses $13,116.91



Amanda is moving our accounts from Wells Fargo to First Interstate. She filed our Montana Corporation Annual Report. The Treasurer State League bonds will be separated out from the revenue as these are refunded at the end of the year. The Player Development fund is also a separate account. It has been close to budget- balance is $417.18.


The bond issue dispute with Bozeman has been settled.

The board approved $750.00 for a gift for Dexter Busby for 15+ years of service to MAHA.

The financial report was approved.


GRANTS- Rich Haines

Referee Grant- There is two programs in place. The third is a referee reimbursement program. This is called the Gordy Lingel Scholarship to recognize Gordy for the years he served. There was no approval for the 2008-2009 year for reimbursement. The Board approved a maximum of $600.00 per referee and the league could send as many referees as possible for available funding. A friendly amendment was approved to allow up to $2500.00 per year to send as many qualified referees as funding is available to Colorado Springs.  Last year three were sent to Colorado Springs. We need to set up a referee reimbursement expense account.
Equipment Grant- USA Hockey offers a one goal program- $70 a set to all organizations. It was recommended not to buy any small sets as they are too small. The program starts fresh on July 1st. Each organization can purchase $2000.00 worth of equipment from USA Hockey and be reimbursed $1000.00. When receipts are turned into MAHA the organization will be reimbursed for their expense. This can be accessed on USA Hockey’s web site. All but three organizations participated this year. The associations have until June 30th to be reimbursed. The board approved to have this program next year.

 Cross ice Grants- USA hockey has the equipment for this. 
Sled Hockey- The $1000.00 Sled payment has been made. Twenty four sleds were sent for the tournament. This is for the disabled but anyone can participate. They had an excellent tournament. Can we get a sled team for Montana? It was suggested to ask Gena.  Maybe we can contact the Disabled Veterans Assoc. or Eagle Mount. We may be able to get a grant for this. Great Falls and Kalispell are trying to get this going. 


FINES and FORFEITS-

Idaho Falls U16 team- Idaho Falls will not be able to attend the U16 tournament. They had scheduled a conflicting state tournament because there was poor communication between the commissioner and the Idaho Falls league as to date and place of the state U 16 tournament.  It is important that they come to the fall scheduling meeting so that this does not happen again. Idaho Falls has a good league and this wasn’t a conscious decision to pull out. MAHA does have authority to assess $1000.00 fine for a forfeit to a tournament. A motion was made and approved that if Idaho Falls does not show up for the U16 tournament they will not be assessed the $1000.00 fine but they will forfeit their bond.

Cody has not paid their bond. This will be looked into.

Bozeman PW team- The Bozeman team was assessed a $1000.00 fine for forfeiting their league play in the PW Festival Format. Pete Geddes, a Bozeman coach, was at the meeting to dispute the fine. He said that because three other leagues were not playing in the TSL they felt that there would not be competitive play and it would also be a geographic handicap. It was recognized that Bozeman was very helpful and willing to bring input into the Festival Format. Pete said that Bozeman has been a good contributing and constructive force and wants to be treated fairly and will accept the leagues decision. The league countered that the other three associations-Helena, Missoula, and Billings were unable to find home ice for the Festival Format and communicated with MAHA before the deadline. It was noted that a great deal of time was spent trying to come up with the Festival Format and when an Association pulls out it causes a lot of problems for all the other Associations. It was also stated- where are the associations going with the attitude that they can’t play in the league because of competition levels? Whitefish stated that they were competitive with Bozeman and have great distances to travel. Bruce stated that the fine is in place to protect the integrity of the league and we need strict compliance. This $1000.00 fine is automatic when an Association forfeits and they also lose their league bond. The Bozeman reps were asked to leave the room. The board approved the motion to drop Bozeman’s fine to $500.00.

Missoula- They were given permission at the October Scheduling meeting to go back to their Association’s Board to get approval to play in the MAHA League. They could pull out of League play if their Board did not approve it. They choose to pull out. It was noted that MAHA tries to accommodate Associations in order to be inclusive instead of exclusive so that as many teams as possible can play in the League. It usually does not turn out well. This issue was dismissed.

JV Program Miles City- Miles City team didn’t show up to play at Bozeman. There is no JV Schedule from MAHA. This was dismissed.

PLAYER DEVELOPMENT- Randy Crawford

Festivals

The Festival started Friday and will end Sunday. There were 135 players registered. The players have to attend only one session in order to be eligible to be selected for the Select Team and then could move onto Regional’s.  Helena does an excellent job hosting the festival and it is running very smoothly. It will be held in Helena next year and will be revisited when the contract is up. This is an excellent time for the coaches to learn and increase their knowledge of coaching. The festival is not hosted by any specific Association but by MAHA. It is an independent event. The fees for the camp usually cover the expenses. Al Bloomer is running the drills. There are 5 on ice coaches and 8 evaluators from out of state. 

Lunch Break Reconvened at 12:50 PM

Bruce reported from the National level that USA Hockey’s numbers are declining. The youth numbers are going down but the adult numbers are going up. The Tier II Nationals will be changing in two years. There will be no district play offs. The national Championship will now be more competitive and the US will be divided into 4A, 3A, 2A and 1A divisions by state. Montana, South Dakota, Oklahoma and Wyoming will be some of the states in the 2A division. It will be important for our league to define what Tier I and Tier II teams mean. Montana says it’s an Association based team not a state team. We will have 1 ½ years to think this through. Bruce said that Red Lodge and Philipsburg are wanting to get involved in hockey.

REGISTRAR- Todd Porter not present

Dexter said that the drop and add cards are way up. He thinks that maybe it is with JV teams.

Kevin Stone requested that the Board would approve a one game variance for a goalie from the Bozeman HS team to play on the JR B Bozeman team at a game on February 21st, Saturday night. The motion was approved.

COACHING EDUCATION- Dave Dukart
REFEREES- Dusty Thompson
Northern Plains District referee numbers are up. There has been a lot less complaints this year. It seems to have to do with attitudes. It was mentioned that each Association can step in and respond to any incident that occurs on the ice that is out of control with the players during a game. 
RISK MANAGEMENT- Martin Mc Gill

There are 38 coaches left to be screened- need SS#’s. The cost is $2.25 per person. The coach’s applications need to be in early so screening can be complete in a timely manner. We are working with a good company. Our records are purged annually and then we start over every year. 
CROSS ICE JAMBOREE



Everyone had a great time. The parents gave good reports.

PRESIDENTS CUP

The date is March 20-22 in Rapid City. The two top HS teams will go. Missoula and Billings are interested in going.

LEAGUE ISSUES


Squirts- Nothing

PW
Pee Wee- Any format for more that 4-5 teams can be difficult. MAHA needs reports from teams that played the Festival Format as to how it went this year. It was also suggested that the teams that did not play also give an evaluation.
JV
We need to look at this program with the way the teams are rostered. This is a development team and needs to be loosened up. There are some concerns as parents and players don’t feel they have any direction or structure.
HS
Dexter stated that the coaches complained about the way the tournaments were set up because they wanted to play every team. There were 8 teams this year. Stronger U16 teams will help to build up the HS level.

GIRLS
Missoula has a lot of girls playing. There are 8 total teams- 4 rec and 4 competitive. The competitive programs are Bozeman, Missoula, Miles City and Glasgow. The two top teams can go to the President’s Cup. If the teams are short handed they can add players. Are we behind promoting the Girls’ league?

U16
They had a great time this year. Need to have better communication with Idaho Falls. Need to be aware of the size difference because of safety of the kids. This really is a coaching control issue. The goal here is to promote younger kids who can’t play up.
Bantams


The league “itself” was very well run. The issue at hand is 3 or 4 team tournaments. The Bantam tournament is an “A” and “B” tournament to be held at the same venue.  When teams in the league are uneven at the tournament- example there are 7 teams then the fourth team always goes up to the “A” side. Do we have good records of the standings of the teams? Need to go through guide lines for the tournament at the July meeting.

The next meeting will be at 10:00 AM on Saturday, July 11th. Bruce will let us know where the meeting will be held. There was a motion to adjourn- 3:05 PM
