MAHA MEETING
Saturday, July 19, 2008 – 10:00 AM
Billings, Montana



Everyone present except Havre, and Randy Crawford,  Todd Porter, Dave Dukart.
10:10 am
Call to order


Guests - Ron Degrigorio – President of USA Hockey



Al Bloomer – National Coach and Chief



Lots of NoDaks



Annual Meeting of the Membership:

Wayne Lehto – RMD Director – Been involved in hockey all of his life, recently passed away. A moment of silence on his behalf.



Bruce Bekkedahl – USA Hockey slideshow presentation.

m/s/p

Election of director at Large – Director Player Development



Nominee: Randy Crawford


Awards – Gordy Lingel – Montana RIC

Gordy has retired and Montana Hockey would like to recognize his efforts. MAHA has named our referee scholarship the Gordy Lingel Referee Scholarship. Gordy could not be here today.

5 minute break

10:50

Call to order
m/s/p

Agenda

m/s/p

Meeting Minutes



Financial Business – Dexter Busby



Report attached

Question regarding Bozeman Peewee League Bond. Dexter will check and get back with Kevin Stone.

Travel Costs: Big issue with the price of fuel.
Over the past 7 years, the MAHA Board has traveled to all meetings with no charge to Montana Hockey. The officers and directors all donate their costs for travel. Directors for associations should be reimbursed by their association. MAHA will be implementing a reimbursement program for volunteers. 

Membership Fees: 7 youth – 3 adult

MAHA is 100% compliant with online registration.

Grants: MAHA offers 3 grants.
1. Cross Ice Equipment - $1000.00 – Contact Dexter Busby
2. Equipment Grant - $1000.00 match – Contact Rich Haines
3. Rink Building Grant - $500.00 – Contact Dexter Busby
USA Hockey Grant Proposal:

USA Hockey Disabled Sled Team. Larry Read has proposed that we look to all USA Hockey Affiliates to contribute a sum to this team for equipment and expenses incurred. 

m/s/p

MAHA Contribute up to $1000.00 for the USA Hockey Disabled Sled 

Team. 



Presidents Reports:



Legislative changes to the bylaws.

NPD is full year working with the district. Implemented  a President’s Cup tournament for this past year. 

USA Hockey is considering having a team from each state participate in the National Tournaments.

USA Hockey is working on a definition of Tier I and Tier II teams. 

USA Hockey pilot program: High School National tournament will be in effect 2009-2010. 
David Zimmerman – Disabled Hockey

From North Dakota, could not be here today. Working toward developing disabled hockey programs in Montana. 

Al Bloomer – USA Hockey Model Program Presentation
NPD Panel District Discussion – Ray Tilman, question regarding how referees are treated by Midget age players. How to instill respect for the calls… is it a coaching issue? Coaches are responsible for showing players how to respect the referees and their calls. What you see… is what you coached.


ACE – Roger Defiaco

Sent materials to every association in Montana and made contact… did not have any response. Offered to come to parents meetings and provide parent education… again no response.

Ron Degrigoria – ACE Position is the MOST IMPORTANT POSITION! All of USA Hockey materials are dispersed through the local affilliate ACE. All associations should have an ACE in place. 

ACE training session in Idaho, Falls – October 19, 20, 21, 2008. Workshops, presentations, Q&A.
Referee-In-Chief: Dustin Thompson from Missoula, MT.

Referee Screening: Dustin will need to handle the referee screening. 

Referee numbers are declining in Montana… steps need to be taken to grow referee numbers across the state.

Dustin Thompson – contact information:
4904 B Potter Park Loop

Missoula, MT  59808

Dustpan10@hotmail.com
406-360-4766

Referee seminars need to be booked NOW… All associations please contact Gary Fiddler to have your referee seminars posted on the USA Hockey website. 

Dustin needs an official budget… MAHA needs to provide those funds for the state RIC.

STAR Organization: Cooperative effort between usa hockey and usfa…. How to manage your rink, run the zambonie, certifications for employees, training, etc. All of the Montana rinks should be a part of STAR!
Insurance Limits Change: Upcoming playing year, deductible has been changed to 3500.00 if you do not have primary coverage. 

Risk Manager Position: Open. Marty McGill from Whitefish has offered to step up and fill the job of Risk Manager.

Website: Check out the www.mthockey.com website. Glynis Gibson

USA Hockey is looking to change the usa hockey platform in March and April next year. 
League Issues: Decline in number of A teams committed to leagues. Cost to play hockey is a major factor… time away from school and home is a large factor. How to distinguish placement of teams? 
m/s/p
MAHA does not provide a Squirt League for this season. MAHA will provided a festival type tournament at the end of the season. Within 10 days of this date, the MAHA board will submit an email vote on this issue.  
m/s/p
Squirts (dependent on vote above):

One division – split to A/B tournament at year end

Development Age Group

Festival Scheduling Format – at least 2 home games
m/s/p
Peewee: Less than 8 teams will only be 1 tournament
Tier II League (4 teams to create league)
Year end tournament and or Championship

Competitive Age Group

 Festival Scheduling Format at least 2 home games
Regular Division: Splits to A/B Tournament at year end

Competitive and developmental age group

Festival scheduling format - at least 2 home games 
m/s/p 
Bantams: Less than 8 teams will only be 1 tournament

Tier II League

Year end tournament and or championship

Festival scheduling - at least 2 home games
Regular Division: Splits to A/B tournament at year end

Competitive and Development Age Group

Festival Scheduling Format - at least 2 home games
m/s/p
U-16 Recreational League



Recreational



Year end tournament



Festival Scheduling- at least 2 home games
Midgets: Less than 4 teams – no league play – year end playoff
Tier II League – Year end tournament and championship

Competitive age group

Festival Scheduling – at least 2 home games

High School:

East/West Divisions – No change in league play

Competitive Age Group

m/s/p
Non-Tier II U16 league

JV:
No change

Developmental Age Group

Associations must have High School Teams

Festival Scheduling Format - at least 2 home games
m/s/w
Festival Scheduling format is tabled until we have a sample format from committee. High School division will not follow festival format.

Had a difficult time getting hour highschool teams to go to the President’s cup. 

m/s/p
Motion to require the 1st and 2nd High School Team from the state championship to attend the President’s Cup… or find a high school team to fill their place. 
Age Group Commissioners:


Squirt:

Darcy Chirrick


Peewee:
Wendy Heibert




Kristy Knutson


Bantam:
Jan Hefner


JV:

Glynis Gibson



High School:
Mitch Ferm



Girls:

Jason Strouf



U16 Rec:
Chris Rider

Girls State Tournament – February 6, 7, 8, 2008

Mite Festival – February 13, 14, 15, 2008

Boys Festival – February 20, 21, 22, 2008

Schedule tabled for the next meeting. 
Tim Heibert and Bruce will create a schedule and submit for approval.

Nominations for Vice President:
m/s/p

Dianna Blom

Nominations for Secretary

m/s/p

Mardi Davis

Nominations for Treasurer

m/s/p

Dexter Busby

m/s/p
October 4, 2008 – Scheduling Meeting – Butte, Montana

