MAHA CONFERENCE MEETING
Tuesday, February 5, 2007 – 6:30 p.m. – Conference Call
President – Bruce Bekkedahl

Billings – Kevin Funyak , Jason Dimatteo
Vice President – Dianna Blom

Bozeman – John LaFontaine
Treasurer – Dexter Busby


Butte – Dianna Blom
Secretary – Lou Ann Madden

Glacier – 
Director – Randy Crawford


Great Falls – Donna Garton 
Director – Rich Haines 


Havre – Bill Schilling 
Director –




Helena – Tawnya Dumond
Girls –





Hiline – Glasgow






Miles City – 







Missoula – Dave Miewald 
Gordy Lingel

Mark Lachapelle
Pat Picicci
Call to order: 6:38 pm

Kevin Funyak – Billings:

Billings Amateur Hockey League – Bid for the Peewee A and Squirt A tournaments – 4 teams at each level. Can MAHA provide financial assistance for the BAHL because of the lack of teams in the A league. Referee fees are substantial and cause a burden on the host associations. Suggest that all associations submit their tournament budget to MAHA and the MAHA board review the budgets to determine which associations need to be compensated for losses due to unexpected expenses and low team numbers.
*Review Peewee referee guidelines in the annual guide for next season.
M/S/P
Minutes of the last meeting.

Bruce Bekkedahl: Presidents Report
Possible Rules Changes for USA Hockey. 

Tag Up Rule – Does USA Hockey want to go back to tag up for all age groups. 

Many rule change suggestions. You can find more information on the USA Hockey website and also Bruce Bekkedahl.

Proposals to change referee system to 2 referee and 1 linesmen.

New District Meeting:

USA Hockey personnel were invited to Northern Plains District meeting in Orlando, FL. USA Hockey officials would like to see North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and Wyoming use the same age classification. It was always the understanding that each state will determine which age classification they will be using. If North Dakota and South Dakota wishes to participate in any USA Hockey tournaments and functions, they must follow USA Hockey rules. 
Northern Plains Personnel: (spelling?)Directors, Dave Tronnes SD, Brad Bekkedahl, ND. Coach in Chief Bob Gillen ND, Ace, Glyne McCord, WY. Referee in Chief, Gary Fiddler ND. Risk Manager, Tim Sanders, MT. Registrar, John Colter ND. Jim Lundquist, Player Development. Girls, Tom Risive SD. Webmaster, Lou Ann Madden, MT, Secretary, Maxine Tronnes, SD. 

The board is working on a draft for procedures and bylaws. If you would like to review, please contact Bruce Bekkedahl. 

Online registration will be May 1, 2007 for the 2007-2008 hockey season. Players will be registered with the Northern Plains district as of May 1, 2007. 

Parent and coach discipline is not the responsibility of MAHA. It is the responsibility of each association to monitor and work with other associations to curb, corral or address bad behavior by parents, coaches and referees. MAHA does not change game score sheets or referee calls because of complaints by coaches and/or parents.
Treasurer: Dexter Busby

USA Hockey Audit – Several items to follow up on. Bruce should have a direct line to watch the bank account. Dexter will be setting up online banking for himself and Bruce. USA Hockey recommends Switching from Money to Quickbooks program. 

M/S/P
Authorize funds for Dexter to purchase Quickbooks, funds up to $500.00.

Financially MAHA has a balance of: $33651.00 checking $39259.00 savings.


Money will be  going out this month to pay for tournament expenses. 

Bruce committed a Girls team for district tournament. The girls team is no longer attending. MAHA paid a $300.00 deposit that we will need to recover.

Kalispell Association: Genia Tartaglino

Kalispell wishes to start an association. It is a great time because of the expansion currently happening in Kalispell. They are hoping to have a facility up and going by November. Kalispell is approximately 20 miles away from Whitefish. The facility would be an outdoor facility. Players would be registered as USA Hockey. 

If Whitefish does not attend and participate with MAHA, MAHA will take action by not allowing Whitefish to register with USA Hockey.

If the Kalispell hockey association is approved, they are willing to play in Montana. Paperwork has been submitted for tax id number and non profit status. Projections of 100 – 150 players participating. Kalispell will have a two year probationary period to ensure that the new association complies with MAHA rules and regulations. 

M/S/P
Kalispell be granted permission to proceed with forming a new association.

League issues: Questions about awards for the divisional tournaments. Lou Ann has ordered a banner for each of the high school divisional tournaments. No plaques will be awarded for 2 and 3rd place. 

Fees for the high school tournaments will be $700.00 for Butte, $700.00 for Havre and $800.00 for Miles City. 

Junior and Youth Hockey:

Youth players in the Butte organization where asked to play on the Junior team after the 12-31-07 deadline. Annual guide states that any player under contract with a junior team may not play on a youth team in the treasure state league. This was initially put in place to prevent junior players from playing down. The RMD Registrar was contacted regarding Tier II players participating with the Junior team after the USA Hockey 12-31 deadline. The Tier II players are no longer eligible to participate in the MAHA State tournament or any other games leading to a national tournament. The Butte team may change their roster classification to house/rec to participate in the state tournament and will not be eligible to attend the district tournament. High School commissioner’s interpretation of the rule: Players rostered on a high school team participating in the Treasure State League, may not play, be under contract, or be rostered with a Junior team after 12-31-06.
*REVIEW AND REWORD THE RULE REGARDING PLAYERS PARTICIPATION ON JUNIOR TEAMS.
Coaching Certification: Several coaches in Montana are not certified. Lou Ann has circulated the list to the MAHA board for review.

Each association needs an ACE coordinator to handle coaching certification and parent education issues. 

Bozeman, Glacier, Helena, Miles City, Missoula and Kalispell needs to provide an ACE coordinator. Pam O’Reilly in Helena and Steve Tartaglino in Kalispell. ACE coordinator will take parent education to the association.

Referee: Rich Haines

Scholarships available for referees. Rich currently does not have any persons to send to training right now.

M/S/P
MAHA continue the grant process for 2 referees to receive training expenses up to $600.00 each. Contact Gordy or Rich Haines if there are any suitable applicants.

Randy Crawford: Player Development

70 applications for the festivals have been received. An email regarding the Montana Hockey Festival was sent to all Montana registered hockey players by Rae Briggle, USA Hockey. 
RMD Tournaments:

Girls U16, Bantam, Peewee, Midget U16. Deposits have been paid for all those teams. Tier II Tournaments will all be held in the Dallas area March 9-12, 2007. 
Risk Manager: Position open.

Minkota Cup: Will be the same weekend as the Casey Cup (Helena) March 24-25, 2007. sdha@brookings.net for more information about the Minkota Cup in Brookings South Dakota.

Match Penalty: 

A Match penalty was called on a coach at a game in Missoula. Process for a match penalty is: A report has to be sent to the District Coach In Chief, and then it comes back to the Association. Automatic 30 day suspension. MAHA disciplinary committee met and reviewed the information regarding the incident. The suspension to the coach has been lifted by the MAHA disciplinary committee. 
Idaho Falls would like to join the MAHA league. 
Next Meeting: May 5, 2007, Saturday, 10:00 am Great Falls, Montana.
