MAHA MEETING
SATURDAY, JUNE 30, 2007

BILLINGS CLINIC – BILLINGS

PRESIDENT:

Bruce Bekkedahl



GUESTS:
VP:


Dianna Blom – Absent


Brad Bekkedahl
TREASURER:

Dexter Busby




Dave Tronnes
SECRETARY:

Lou Ann Madden



Al Bloomer









Bob Gillen
DIRECTOR:

Randy Crawford – Absent


Kirk Link
DIRECTOR:

Rich Haines




Jim Tevlin
DIRECTOR:

Tim Hiebert




Daniel Jones









Jason Laird
BILLINGS:

Jason DiMatteo



Vince Francischetti
BOZEMAN:

Kevin Stone




Scott Newpower
BUTTE: 

Ray Tilman





GREAT FALLS:
Donna Garton

HAVRE:

Korey Nelson

HELENA:

Michael Voeller

HILINE:

Mike Eliason

KALISPELL:

Tony Clayton

MILES CITY:

Todd Devlin

MISSOULA:

Dave Miewald

WHITEFISH:

Kevin Jones – Marty McGill

ACE:


Pat Piccic
REGISTRAR:

Todd Porter

COACH:

Dave Dukart – Absent

REFEREE:

Gordy Lingel

RISK:


Tim Sanders
CALL TO ORDER 10:08

BRUCE BEKKEDAHL

Thanks to Billings clinic for use of the facilities… free of charge. 

Guest Introductions: Al Bloomer, USA Hockey National Coach In Chief.
Oversees coaching development, education and the ACE program. Between Al and Mark Tabron they oversee all the USA Hockey coaching clinics. 

Bob Gillen: Coach In Chief, Northern Plains District

Dave Tronnes: Northern plains District Director

Brad Bekkedahl: Northern Plains District Director

Jim Tevlin: Treasurer for BAHL

Annual meeting of the membership: 
Bylaws for electing officers is based on team count. No new nominations for these board positions: 

m/s/p

President:
Bruce Bekkedahl

Secretary: 
Lou Ann Madden

Power Point Presentation: What is USA Hockey
Adjourn

10:55 am
Board of Directors Meeting:

m/s/p

Approval of agenda with addition of Grow the Game under other business.

m/s/p
Minutes of last meeting with these corrections: Rich Haines and other name misspellings.

m/s/p
Northern Plains District: operating procedures. Board of Directors… voting members are the 4 voting presidents. Quorum = requires that at least 3 presidents vote. Tie breaker is based on team count. Two district meetings a year, one to be held at a USA Hockey meeting to be rotated among the affiliates (host will cover the cost of the meeting). 2 non voting directors – USA Hockey positions. See attachment: 

Treasurers Report: Dexter Busby
m/s/p

See attached.

Havre – High School Tournament – Requested money for compensation. The league bonds for the high school division were applied to the divisional tournaments. Each team participating at the high school state tournament should have paid the tournament fee.
Subsidies for tournaments: Discussion. 

Fees:  Current fees - Per player fee 7 youth 3 adult. 
Suggestion: Leaving fees the same and using the excess to advertise to promote hockey around the state of Montana. South Dakota has used advertising and has really helped grow the hockey program in South Dakota. 

m/s/p

Motion to leave fees as 7 youth and 3 for adult. USA Hockey charges 30.00.
Rinks around the state do not display MAHA information…. Suggestion that MAHA purchase a sign or board at each rink to promote MAHA.  Suggestion that MAHA provide Brochures to pass to each participate at registration – provide information about the summer select teams and development. 

Lunch Break

m/s/W
Proposal for purchasing youth hockey equipment – Rich Haines, Missoula – with no restriction on equipment. Motion withdrawn.
Discussion on what kind of equipment should be included in proposal. Each association should provide a certified letter about what type of program they have in place that would require equipment purchase grant. Rich Haines would monitor each association to ensure they have a valid program in place. Dexter would then process the equipment lists and provide grant money to the association. One year pilot program. Rich Haines will oversee the program. Discussion tabled to next meeting.  

Contribution to the new district:
Every affiliate will donate 1500.00 to the Northern Plains District for expenses, as would Wyoming, North Dakota, South Dakota.

Whitefish Information: Kevin Jones, President – Marty McGill will be the new MAHA Representative. 

Rink Dimensions and Markings:  USA Hockey new rules regarding rinks. Required for National and District tournaments and will be mandatory for all rinks next season.

League Issues:

Bids for tournaments and festivals. Deadline for host applications: August 15, 2007 to Tim Hiebert. Include Tournament Sanction Form and instructions as to how to process. Lou Ann will email out updated Tournament Bid forms ASAP. Tournament Host selection will be at the ice scheduling meeting in September.
m/s/p
Mite Cross Ice Jamboree: Tentative weekend – February  22, 23, 24, 2008. Tim Hiebert and Mary Etta Soja will coordinate as a committee. 
m/s/p
High School Division: Top 2 teams from each division get bys after conference play. Remaining teams go into a playoff for a total of 6 teams going to state tournament. 
m/s/p

Calendar: Dates as discussed.
m/s/p

Junior vs Youth Players: Junior Rosters
MAHA encourages and promotes the advancement of youth hockey players by allowing players to compete (subject to USA Hockey rules) on both Treasure State League teams and Junior teams.  This player movement shall be allowed only through December 31 of each year.  After December 31, any youth player participating in the Treasure State League, who dresses out for, sits on the bench, or otherwise participates in any way in a Junior game shall be disallowed from participating in any Treasure State League games (including tournaments) from that point forward.  MAHA recognizes that the integrity of its local youth hockey programs and teams is important and institutes this policy to ensure consistency in league play and to avoid stacking players by local youth associations and also to avoid the drafting of local youth players into junior programs late in the season.  Any Treasure State League games in which an ineligible player under these rules should participate after December 31, shall be deemed forfeited for purposes of determining the team standings and win/loss record for that year.  A game forfeited under these circumstances shall not prevent the team and remaining eligible players from participating in post season Treasure State League tournaments.

League Positions:
Squirt – Wendy Hiebert

Girls – Jason Strouf

Peewee – Jan Hefner?

Bantam – Dianna Blom

HS – 

JV - 


Girls Hockey: Jason Strouf would like to organize tournaments for the girls to play in. 
m/s/p

MAHA to create a girls hockey league. 

The Treasure State League shall offer an opportunity for girls teams throughout the state of Montana to participate in a league.  This league shall be comprised of an East division and a West division, with teams playing down in their respective divisions to limit the requirement for excessive travel.  This shall not prohibit teams from playing other teams throughout the state on a non-conference basis.  Each division shall conduct an appropriate playoff to determine the top two (2) teams who will then advance to a state championship which shall be held, in alternating years, first in one division and next in the other division.  Girls hockey may be further divided into specific age leagues, depending upon the number of teams, which shall be determined annually at the MAHA scheduling conference.  The state champion or the highest placing team that commits shall be eligible to represent MAHA at the Northern Plains District tournament.  League play shall be conducted and officiated under USA Hockey rules and guidelines for girls hockey programs.  To the extent not otherwise inconsistent with USA Hockey rules and requirements, the USA Hockey rules shall apply to MAHA girls hockey league play. 

Junior Varsity
m/s/p
A Junior Varsity League shall be comprised of players on such team established by an association for participation in the Junior Varsity League.  All players must be high school age and the teams shall be registered as USA Hockey High School/House Rec. teams.  All games shall be played under high school rules and procedures, however there shall be no year end state championship or post season tournament for Junior Varsity teams, it being the intent to provide an opportunity and venue for players to grow and develop with the ultimate goal of participating on a high school team.  Players may be cross rostered on a high school team and a junior varsity team if necessary.  League bond will be returned to the team after completion of league play. 
Bob Gillan: Northern Plains District Coach In Chief: Presentation

Referee: USA Hockey rules changes. Tag up offsides for high school games only. Midgets will use no tag up offsides.
Standardized league fees for referees for entire season? Is it necessary? The board does not feel that it is necessary at the point.
Referee association and MOPS: Corey Talbert is not interested in resuming the position. Bruce will call her to find out if she feels the position is necessary.

Gordy Lingel: Presentation.  Check the screening policy for referees to exclude minors.
Tim Sanders Risk Manager: Presentation

USA Hockey does not insure your players may 1 to August 30 white playing in Canada.

Screening: Addition to Screening Procedures

m/s/p
1.  All consent forms submitted for screening shall be carefully preserved and secured during the screening process for that year.  Such form shall not be distributed nor any private information disseminated to third parties for any purpose other than screening under this policy.  All consent forms and any copies thereof shall be destroyed not later than thirty (30) days after the conclusion of the applicable annual USA Hockey season.  

2. MAHA will publish on its website a list of approved coaches, officials and association volunteers who have completed the screening process.  This list will not disclose or provide any personal information other than the name of the individual.  Any member, coach or official whose name does not appear on this list, shall not be eligible to participate in screened activities through Montana Amateur Hockey Association.  Any member, coach or official may contact the MAHA Risk Manager to determine the status of such persons screening application and/or to appeal any adverse decision by the Screening Committee, pursuant to Section Seven of this Screening policy.  Lists will be updated in a timely manner.
m/s/p 
Discipline committee Structure: MAHA shall establish a committee to hear disciplinary actions and proceedings pursuant to USA Hockey Bylaw 10 as well as for miscellaneous disciplinary actions that are required for disputes arising within the state that do not involve playing rules issues.  This Discipline Committee shall be chaired by the Vice President of MAHA and shall consist of five (5) other members.  Each Director at Large shall automatically become and participate as a Member on the Discipline Committee.  The remaining two (2) Members of the Committee shall be appointed by the Vice President.

In the event a matter is presented for disciplinary action to the MAHA Board, whether as an original matter or through an appeals process, it shall be directed to a Hearing Committee which shall be comprised of three (3) Members from the Discipline Committee.  The Chairman of the Committee shall designate which Members shall serve on the Hearing Committee for any individual matter.  The Hearing Committee shall be comprised of individuals selected from the Discipline Committee, who have no connection or relation to the persons or associations involved with a particular disciplinary action.  The Chairman may serve as a Member of the Hearing Committee.

Hearings shall be conducted according to the rules of USA Hockey and as set out in its Annual Guide.  A summary of the USA Hockey Bylaw 10 Procedures for Suspension and Discipline of Members is set out in this guide.  This is a summary only, and specific reference should be made to Bylaw 10 of the USA Hockey Annual Guide for any specific information.  Copies of forms for notices and other documents relating to the disciplinary process and the appeals procedure are also included.

m/s/p

Waivers Regarding Percentage of Play Requirements
Any player may request a waiver to the Treasure State League (League Commissioner) in the event he or she fails to meet the minimum number of league games to be eligible for post season play in league tournaments.  Such waiver shall be granted only upon a showing of undo hardship, sickness, or a medical condition, any of which must actually have caused the player to miss the games in question.  The final decision as to eligibility shall rest with the League Commissioner after appropriate investigation of the facts and circumstances surrounding the request.  

m/s/p

State Tournaments, Excessive Host Team Displays
Associations hosting Treasure State League State tournaments shall make every effort to ensure that all teams participating have equal opportunity to promotions displays and activities involving the introduction of teams, players and other pre-game displays.  Excessive behavior and promotional activity by a host association that by design creates the perception of an unequal playing field or otherwise intimidates an opposing team shall not be allowed unless the other team has an equal opportunity to participate in such activity.  Nothing in this shall prevent such behavior at non Treasure State League events.

Adjourn
Ice scheduling meeting September 29, 2007, 10:00 am Butte -  1:00 board meeting.
