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GOVERNOR’S 25TH ANNUAL VOLUNTEER 
SERVICE AWARDS

Marylanders recognized for civic commitment

Maryland has a strong tradition of civil service and volunteerism that reaches back to the beginning of its statehood. This ethic of civil service remains stronger than ever as Marylanders of all ages, racial, economic and ethnic backgrounds continue to give of their time and energy to serve a purpose greater than themselves. In recognition of those who have stepped out on the faith that they can make a difference, Governor Martin O’Malley proudly announces the winners of the 2008 Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards.
“I want to congratulate these outstanding men and women for their accomplishments and service to our State,” said Governor O’Malley.  “Since revolutionary times, Marylanders have always stood up to help their neighbors, and this tradition continues today.  For their commitment to their communities, to Maryland, and to the common good, we owe these outstanding men and women a debt of gratitude.”
Presentation of awards will take place at the 25th Annual Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards ceremony. The program will be held April 22, 2008 at the Maryland Hall for Creative Arts, 801 Chase Street in Annapolis. Formal ceremonies will begin at 2 p.m. to be followed by a garden reception. Lt. Governor Anthony Brown will be on hand to present the awards to the honorees. 

-more-
To qualify for a Governor’s Volunteer Service Award, completed nomination forms were sent to the Governor’s Office on Service and Volunteerism, accompanied by a written description consisting of no more than 500 words explaining why a person, group or organization should be recognized. A flood of nearly 300 applications received from virtually every locality in the state, made it difficult for the blue ribbon panel to decide who should make the list of finalists. The process was competitive as the judges looked beyond how well the descriptions were written; delving deeper to see the impact of the services rendered and learn more about the people who performed them.
The awards presentation precedes Volunteer Week in Maryland (April 27-May 3) and represents the most prestigious volunteer award presented by the Office of the Governor. Lt. Governor Brown will present a total of 51 awards to honorees representing 15 Maryland counties and Baltimore City. Award categories include the seniors group, state government, community group, unsung heroes, faith-based, business group, individual seniors, individual service, individual youth, lifetime achievement, national service, public safety and emergency response. The results demonstrate Maryland’s rich diversity and continued commitment to civic engagement.

The criteria for selection of award winners are:

· Outstanding volunteer service requiring meaningful commitment of effort and time

· Positive influence that addresses a problem or enhances the quality of life in Maryland

· Emphasis on service during the calendar year 2007
According to data released by the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) over the course of calendar year 2006, 1.19 million Marylanders dedicated 166.5 million hours of volunteer service, totaling $3,125,205,000 of service to the state. This figure is based on the annual estimation of the dollar value of a volunteer hour by the group Independent Sector, which currently stands at $18.77.

Lt. Governor Brown continues to serve our country in the United States Army Reserves, maintaining a Maryland tradition of volunteerism that dates back to 1633 when the Maryland Charter established the state’s first standing militia. In 2005, Lt. Governor Brown deployed with the 353rd Civil Affairs Command in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom.  As a senior military advisor in the Iraq Reconstruction Management Office of the United States Embassy, Anthony served with distinction in Baghdad, Fallujah, Kirkuk and Basra, working alongside local, military and diplomatic officials to bring humanitarian assistance to the people of a war-torn country. He was promoted in December 2007 to the rank of Colonel and currently commands the 153rd Legal Support Organization.

The CNCS report Volunteering in America: 2007 State Trends and Rankings in Civic Life, lists Maryland as one of only seven states in the nation in which mentoring youth was one of the top four activities for volunteers. 
Maryland also tallies the highest rate of volunteerism by older adults and third highest for young adults and Baby Boomers among southern states. In addition to the 1.19 million Marylanders who volunteered in 2006, more than 112,000 people participated informally by working with neighbors to improve their community. The month of April is celebrated across the country as National Volunteer Month.

Award Recipients

2008 Governor’s Volunteer Service Awards

Unsung Hero

Baltimore City / AA County – Mr. Robert Cradle

Howard County – Mrs. Grace Yang & Jacob Oh

Wicomico / Worcester / Somerset counties – Elizabeth Conti Bellavance

Baltimore County – Robert Bendler

Youth Group

Montgomery County – Watkins Mill High School Student Government Association
Montgomery County – Montgomery Cheetahs

Frederick County – Youth Action Corps

Baltimore City – United Youth Service Corps

Faith Based

Anne Arundel County/ Statewide – Sr. Ann Shaw

Baltimore City and 5 surrounding counties – Deaf Shalom Zone

Alleghany County – Bob & Mary Hart

Baltimore & Howard counties - Farooq Marfani 

Public Safety

Baltimore City – Northwest Citizen’s Patrol

Montgomery County – Aida Garcia

Statewide – Coleman Brown

National Service

Wicomico County – Jillian Williford

Wicomico County – Matthew Heim

Baltimore City – Shante’ Gilmore

Senior Group

Baltimore County – Edgemere Senior Center Council
Garrett County – Grantsville Senior Center Quilters Group
Individual

Worcester County– Donna Greenwood

St. Mary’s County – Kevin Cain

Baltimore City & County – Monique Armstrong

Somerset County – Chief Rudy Hall

Senior

Howard County – Charles Warneke

Statewide – David Boswell

Baltimore County – John “Lou” Flater

Worcester County – Linda Carol Busick

Business Group

Montgomery County – Allentuck Landscaping, Inc.

Baltimore City – Reznick Group

Lifetime Achievement

Harford County – Christine Tolbert

Harford County – Richard Herbig
Carroll County – Dominic & Jayne Datillio

Group

Worcester County – Shepherd’s Nook

Allegany County – Junior Woman’s Civic League of Cumberland

Statewide – Maryland Forest Conservancy District Boards

Youth

Baltimore City – Piyush Sovani

Baltimore County – Tyler Brewer

Montgomery County – William Cody Barton

State Government

Anne Arundel County – Maryland Aviation Administration

Worcester County – Faye Ordway

Frederick County – Maryland State Police Frederick VIPS Barrack B

Special Recognition Groups

Mt. Airy Volunteer Fire Company

Boonsboro Volunteer Fire Company

Heroes of Cambridge

PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP

Baltimore Jewish Council / Maryland Muslim Council Dialogue
Maryland Legal Services Corporation – 25th Anniversary

Maryland State Arts Council – 40th Anniversary
The Civilian Conservation Corps – 75th Anniversary
Beth Sholom Congregation – 100th Anniversary

