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Welcome to renegade youth hockey
The following is a detailed synopsis of the Rolling Meadows Park District Renegade Youth Hockey program.  Please take time to carefully read all of the following information pertaining to your child.
I would like to take you from the day you register through the end of the season. I believe the information in this packet will minimize any confusion or misunderstandings you might have.  The changes made to this year’s program are in direct response to feedback from evaluations received from the parents last Fall.

Mission Statement:
The Rolling Meadows Park District Renegades Youth Hockey program is a recreational hockey program that encourages play at the house league and pre-hockey level. Our program is designed to give all kids a fair and equal opportunity to play ice hockey.  This will be accomplished by placing an emphasis on learning individual skills, team concepts, sportsmanship and fun without the pressures of winning.

Registration:
All park district residents (Rolling Meadows, Salt Creek, Palatine and Arlington Heights) as well as returning members from the previous season have the right to first placement.  All out of district participants will be placed after residents and returning members have been assigned.  You may only register for the age group in which your child’s date of birth categorizes him/her.  You may not register for an age group above your child’s birth date.  There is no guarantee that a non-resident will be placed, however in past years we have been able to place most players.

Payment:
Payment is accepted in full by means of cash, check or credit card (Visa / MC). Payment may be split in half, however a $15.00 service charge will be added to your first payment.  All fees are due to the Rolling Meadows Park District no later than Monday November 7, 2005 12:00 noon. (Payment must be at West Meadows front office)
Any payment not received in full by this date will result in your player receiving an AHAI financial suspension.  This denies your player’s participation in any ice hockey program anywhere in the state of Illinois until the full payment has been received.
Evaluations:
Each player is required to go through a pre-season evaluation. This includes individual and team skill ratings based on a numeric scale. A player’s final rating will be the average of all the coaches’ rating after throwing out the lowest and highest scores.  We have the right to request that the skater not participate at the current level of hockey if we believe it to be in his/hers best interest, whether for safety reasons or lack of skill.  Instead we will try to place at the proper instructional level until the player’s skills meet the basic requirements.
Car pool requests:
In the past our House League has made every attempt to accommodate car pooling requests.  Over the past three years these requests have caused major problems in the draft process.  Coaches had prior knowledge of kids abilities that had requested car pooling.  Coaches would then select one player knowing they would automatically get the other player later in the draft. This would lead to teams being loaded with better players and teams would be unequal.  Family members are obviously exempt from this rule.
CAR POOL REQUESTS WILL NOT BE GRANTED

recruiting:
AHAI, the governing body of youth hockey in Illinois makes it illegal for any coach at any level to openly recruit players.  There is absolutely no guarantee that you will end up on a specific coach’s team.  Every player is open to selection by any coach during the draft.  The Northwest Hockey League also mandates that no trades may take place during the draft process.  Therefore, what ever team your skater is selected on is the team that your player will play on.  .
COACH / TEAM REQUESTS WILL NOT BE GRANTED
Team Draft:
After all players have been given a numeric rating, all coaches will be given a complete list of all players with their position and rating.  Coaches will then select players from the list in a random order.  Coaches are only able to protect their own skater and the skater of ONE assistant coach.  The assistant coach can not be the parent of a goaltender.  Prearranged selections due to friendships, car pooling or coach request will not be honored.  In past years coaches have arrived at draft night with a demand for 6-8 players that must be on their team, therefore the teams would be uneven in talent.  The objective of the draft is to give every team an equal selection.  The House League Director has final say on all selections, without question and without dispute.  NWHL also regulates that a maximum of 50% of the same skaters can be on the same team as last year.
Coaches:
All House league coaches are volunteers.  There is no financial compensation to any of our coaches, so please take that into consideration.  These men and women take time out of their busy schedules and donate their hard work to the program.  Without these people and their generosity the program would not exist.  All coaches must have their proper USA Hockey Coaching Certificate as they will be asked for their Certification number prior to each game.  Due to USA Hockey insurance policies, only the coaches / parents that are listed on the roster with AHAI may be on the ice or on the bench with the team.  Any variation from this results in a forfeiture of insurance eligibility for that ice time.
Managers:
Each team must designate a team coordinator.  The Coordinator’s main responsibilities include organizing a team phone tree, distributing information from the League or myself, checking the team mailbox at the Sports Complex for updates and reporting any problems to the Youth Hockey Director.

All-star / tournament teams:
The Rolling Meadows Renegades Hockey Organization will not participate or support any tournament teams or All-star teams during the regular season of play. If at any time a team wishes to play in a tournament and does not have enough players, AHAI and USA Hockey have specific rules that must be followed in order to allow all participants an equal opportunity to fill in on that team. These rules are in place to guarantee equality of competition and for liability coverage. Any hand selected players or attempt to set up an All-star team will result in removal from the tournament and suspension of the coaches, manager and player in regular season play. 
Sponsorship program:
The Renegades will again allow parents to pay off their fees be securing sponsorships from local restaurants and businesses.  All information on this program is contained in another packet that you have received with registration.

usa hockey parent education Program:
In 2001 the Rolling Meadows Park District joined a number of other youth sports organizations across the country in implementing a Parent Sportsmanship Program at the House League level.  This class was so successful that the Park District will now make this class mandatory for all House League parents and players on an annual basis. USA Hockey and the NWHL has also made it mandatory for each organization to hold a parent/player meeting to discuss rule changes, league issues, zero tolerance and sportsmanship on and off the ice.  Information on the class is included with your packet registration and on our web-site.

**PARENTS MUST PARTICIPATE IN THIS PROGRAM IN ORDER TO HAVE THEIR CHILD BE ELIDGABLE TO PLAY IN THE HOUSE LEAGUE.  FAILURE TO PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAM WILL RESULT IN TERMINATION FROM THE LEAGUE. 

Renegade web site:
This season the Renegades web site will contain even more information then before.  Any paper work that has usually been handed out through the coaches will be placed on the web site, including all registration forms, parent hand book and evaluations.  If at any time you misplace a form please check the web site to see if it is there first.  Each team will be receiving a page that they can develop within certain guidelines.  These pages can include pictures without names, roster, schedule, game results and updates on the team. It is my hope that this will replace the Renegade Round up as a method of keeping all our members up to date on the happenings of our teams through out the season.
Complaint procedures:
If at anytime you have any questions about team orientated activities (schedule, ice time, problems in the stands, etc) please bring these to the attention of your coaching staff first.  Please remember our 24 hour rule when speaking to coaches about ice time problems, treat the coaches in a manner as you would want to be treated.  If your problem continues please email or call me at West Meadows Ice Arena.  I will be able to either give you an answer on the problem or refer the situation to my superior or the Northwest League Rules and Ethics Committee.  If you have financial questions, you must contact Pam Mattey, our registrar at (847) 398-2700 x0 during normal business hours.  For any program questions, concerns or comments please feel free to email me (easiest) bveller@rmparks.org or call me at West Meadows (847) 398-2700 x108 
Cancellations: 
If you have registered for both travel / high school hockey and do not intend to play house league, it is your responsibility to cancel your registration with the Renegades to receive your full refund.  You must inform the Rolling Meadows Renegades registrar (Pam Mattey) no later than September 8th of your cancellation.  If you do not inform her by this date you will be charged a $30.00 processing fee.  In the event that your skater makes a Northwest Chargers travel team, any refunded money will be given directly back to you.  We will no longer forward payments on to the Northwest Chargers Hockey Association.


Zero Tolerance
In an effort to keep ice hockey a more desirable and rewarding experience for all participants, AHAI has instructed the Officiating Program to adhere to certain points of emphasis relating to sportsmanship. This campaign is designed to require all players, coaches, officials, team officials and administrators and parents/spectators to maintain a sportsmanlike and educational atmosphere before, during and after all USA Hockey-sanctioned games. Thus, the following points of emphasis must be implemented by all On-Ice Referees and Linesmen: 

PLAYERS
A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be assessed whenever a player:
1. Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.
2. Uses obscene or vulgar language at any time, including any swearing, even if it is not directed at a particular person.
3. Visually demonstrates any sign of dissatisfaction with an official’s decision.   Any time that a player persists in any of these actions, they shall be  assessed a misconduct penalty. A game misconduct shall result if the player continues such action.

 COACHES
A minor penalty for unsportsmanlike conduct (Zero Tolerance) shall be assessed whenever a coach:
1. Openly disputes or argues any decision by an official.
2. Uses obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at any time.
3. Visually displays any sign of dissatisfaction with an officials decision including  standing on the boards or standing in the bench doorway with the intent of   inciting the officials, players or spectators.

Any time that a coach persists in any of these actions, they shall be assessed a game misconduct penalty. 

Officials
PARENTS/SPECTATORS
The game will be stopped by on-ice officials when the parents/spectators displaying inappropriate and disruptive behavior interfere with other spectators or the game. The on-ice officials will identify violators to the coaches for the purpose of removing parents/spectators from the spectators viewing and game area. 
Once removed, play will resume. Lost  time will not be replaced and violators may be subject to further disciplinary action by the local governing body. This inappropriate and disruptive behavior shall include:
Use of obscene or vulgar language in a boisterous manner to anyone at anytime. Taunting of players, coaches, officials or other spectators by means of baiting, ridiculing, threat of physical violence or physical violence.

Throwing of any object in the spectators viewing area, player’s bench, penalty box or on ice surface, directed in any manner as to create a safety hazard.
Officials are required to conduct themselves in a businesslike, sportsmanlike, impartial and constructive manner at all times. 
The actions of an official must be above reproach. Actions such as baiting or inciting players or coaches are strictly prohibited.
On-ice officials are ambassadors of the game and must always conduct themselves with this responsibility in mind.
Zero Tolerance Suspension
Any parent receiving a zero tolerance suspension will be forbidden from any rink in Illinois for three games.  This means the parent is not allowed in any rink for a practice or a game until that third game is complete.  Second and third offenses result in a 30 day and 1 year suspension respectively plus an appearance in front of the AHAI Rules and Ethic Committee.   Illinois law also mandates that any attempt by a spectator, player or parent to harm, attack or threaten a youth sports official is a Class A misdemeanor punishable with a $2,500 fine and up to 1 year in jail.

Cell phone usage:
Due to new state and local laws regarding cell phones, no cell phones will be allowed in the locker rooms at West Meadows or Sports Complex.  This issue stems from problems regarding cell phones with cameras being used in locker rooms through out the country. 

Jersey policy:

Each player will be given a home and an away jersey for games.  These jerseys are not to be worn during practices.  There will be no replacements for lost or damaged/worn out jerseys.  Each player/family is responsible for their two jerseys once they are handed out.

Practices:
In the past year we have started to regain our focus on what practice is really for and how we can maximize our use of limited ice time.  We have added another hour every other week for the House League this season.  This recreational program is geared toward maximum participation and fun.  There should never be any skaters sitting out of practice, this is why scrimmage is forbidden at practice.  Each House League coach receives a coaching manual that outlines drills, strategies and skills to be worked on at each practice.  This year’s coaches will have the opportunity to attend a coach’s clinic put on by the Park District. We have added 2 Monday evening practice slots and a Monday Power Skating slot at West Meadows
Siblings and assistants at practice:
Due to AHAI and USA Hockey rules no siblings of player or coaches are allowed on the ice to assist with practice unless they are properly certified with USA Hockey through their coaching certification program.  Any parent that wishes to participate in practice must also be fully certified with USA Hockey.  Information on this coaching program can be found at www.ahai.org
Power skates:
In an effort to both increase the amount of ice available for both practices and goalie clinics, power skates will not be included in this years fees.  Instead power skates will be run as clinics which players will have to register for separate from their regular league fees.  Squirts and first year Peewees will have certain Mondays when clinics will be held and second year Peewees and Bantams will have certain Thursdays when clinics will be held.  This will allow us to better fit the needs of our players.  
Goalie clinics:

This season Jim Garofalo will be running goalie clinics every third week through out the season.  Renegade goalies Squirt through Midget can attend each clinic.  Goalie clinics will be held on scheduled Thursday evenings at the Sports Complex. 
Games:

We will again participate in the Northwest Hockey League.  NWHL runs a seeding round, where each team will play 6 games against a randomly selected group of teams in their age bracket.  After completing the 6 games, the teams will be tiered so that the games will be more evenly matched.  The regular season will then consist of 12 games (6 home and 6 away).

There will also be a Tournament at the end of the season for all teams (Squirt through Midget), this will replace the formal playoffs that we are used to.  


Playing time:
EQUAL PLAYING TIME IS NOT GUARANTEED.  It is our recommendation that all players get as close to equal ice time as possible.  The Park District and the Youth Hockey Director do not condone double shifting players to win, setting up power house lines or playing favorites to higher skilled players.  This is a recreational program and a player does not develop if they are sitting on the bench and nobody has fun being left out!  The Northwest Hockey League has strict rules in place that prohibit unequal playing time. NWHL follows the BIT (Balanced Ice Time) Program.  This program is in place at every level and reads:
It is the philosophy of the NWHL to encourage all clubs to adhere to a balanced ice policy for games. Players, regardless of ability, who follow the rules set forth by the coach/club, should expect to play a reasonable amount in each game.  The only time in a game that the coach will be allowed to play their bench as the situation calls for will be in the last 5 minutes of a close game (a 2 goal differential).
The Rolling Meadows Renegades will be adopting a new rule this season due to a large number of problems stemming from missed practices and playing time.  Any player that misses a practice will be benched for 1 period of the next game.  If a player misses 3 practices in a row, the player will then sit for 3 periods.  The only exceptions to this will be illness and family emergency (with proper notification to your coach, prior to ice time).  Last year we had a number of players that regularly missed practice and then complained about not having equal playing time at games.  This rule applies to all players even if it happens to be the top goal scorer on the team.  If you are going to miss a practice please make sure that the coach is fully aware of your child’s absence.

Standings:
Standings will not be kept for any Mite games.  All other standings will be kept through the Northwest Hockey League.  You can keep up to date with all game stats on the League website:

www.northwesthockeyleague.org

Schedule:
Schedules will be coming out in 4 parts this year. Parents must understand that it is impossible to hand out a full season of schedules due to the scheduling meetings and tiering system that is in place for the league.  After I attend the scheduling meetings and know when our games are, I can then schedule all the team practices.  The dates I have for the schedule to come out are as follows (These dates can change due to league scheduling meetings:

Schedule #1 (Sept 12 - Oct 1) will be out September 11, 2005 (Draft night)

Schedule #2 (Oct 2 - Nov 24 end of seeding round) will be out September 26, 2005
Schedule #3 (Nov 25 - Feb 28 end of regular season) will be out November 21, 2005
Schedule #4 (Ending Tournament Feb 28 - Mar 13) TBA

Team Party:
Each team will receive a reimbursement up to $100.00 for an end of the year team party.  Receipts for the team party must be turned into the Youth Hockey Director in order to get the money back. Fines for missing or late score sheets will be deducted from the $100 prior to the end of the season. ($75.00 for Mite teams)
Parent evaluations:

At the completion of each season you will have the opportunity to rate the program, coaches, ice time, schedule, League, etc.  Last year very few people took advantage of these evaluations.  I hear complaints and comments all year long but then no one turns in the evaluations.  You do not have to put a name on the form, all we ask for is team name and age level so we can put comments with specific coaching staffs.  These evaluations are the only way that I can fix problems with the program, so please take advantage of this.  You can download the form from the Renegades website: www.rmrenegadeshockey.com

Mite cross ice program guidelines
We will be entering our first full season with the USA Hockey Cross-ice Program.  Over the spring season we have been able to change a few things to get the program to where it will be most beneficial to all players involved.  The focus of this program is to allow more kids on the ice to decrease the cost of playing, while increasing the player’s individual skills.  The program is focus on skills that have been lacking in North American hockey.  Positioning and full ice strategies are not the focus of this program.  
Benefits of cross-ice hockey:
· Player rink is 85 feet in length, compared to 200 feet
· More puck contact and shooting opportunities
· More efficient use of ice and time, fewer stoppages of play
· Speed of player increased
· Players motivated by increased skill development
Rules of games and practices:
 Rules for games and practice will be included on a separate page.  Make sure that both you and your skater know these rules as parents will be involved in running the clock and setting up the bumpers.
Player limitations and placement:
Mite House players will not be able to move up to Squirt House.  This program is designed to increase the Mite age level players skills so they can participate at the Mite Travel level or Squirt House level the following year (age appropriate). There will also be a limit of 10 skaters per team (6 teams), this will limit us to 60 skaters total in the program.  Once we have hit our limit players may need to be cut.  This will be done by age first.  The older players who might be moving to squirt next year or have one year left at Mites will be placed first.  This would effect the placement of any players born in 1999 or later.  Selections may also be made according to skill level.  If a player is not going to be able to keep up with the group they may be placed in the Pre-Mite league program.  The Hockey Director reserves the right to make any and all of these decisions.
Mite MAJOR TEAM

This season we will be forming a Mite Major House team.  The purpose of this team is to give our last year Mites a chance to skate full ice practices and full ice games against other organizations to better prepare them for their move to Squirt the following year.  Any player that participates on the Mite Major team MUST also participate in the Cross Ice Program.  That player will have to attend Cross ice practices and games for the remainder of the season along with the Mite Major ice times.  This is an additional program not a replacement to the cross ice.
TOURNAMENTS
Renegade house teams can do out of town tournaments if voted on by the parents.  In the event that a family does not wish to attend an out of town tournament they do not have to go and they will not be charged for any tournament fees.  In town tournaments will be treated the same way.  Players that do not attend any games will not be charged.
Extra Ice

Teams may purchase additional ice time through the rink, at a standard hourly rate.  Ice time beyond what has been included in the player fees will not be handed out.  Teams must call at least one week in advance to book any open ice slots.  Payment must be made prior to the team taking the ice.
